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We knew smoking was bad, but now we have direct independent evidence that confirms
the disturbing findings that have been emerging internationally. We also found smokers
will die an estimated 10 years earlier than the non-smokers. Until relatively recently it
was thought that about half of the smokers would die of a smoking-related illness, but
newer studies in the US and Britain have put the figure much higher, at up to 67 per cent.
The research is the result of a four-year analysis of health outcomes from more than
2,00,000 men and women.
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Journalist and researcher of agrarian crises Jaideep Hardikar who authored a book based

on the life of farmers said that the farm labourers or marginal farmers having no direct
access to banks were getting no attention although they too shared the agony of a failed
monsoon. Though the situations vary, the issues remain the same in their lives. The cases
of rejection or ineligibility had gone up since 2008 and there was a need to tackle the
issue more scientifically. A survey of 17 lakh families by the government showed distress
and frustration due to economic, education and medical reasons.
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1 — The Telangana Assembly
2 — A unanimous decision

3 — A day-long debate

4 — Opposition benches

5 — Repeated requests

6 — Failed to respond

7 — Round-the-clock,

8 — All-party delegation

9 — The butt of criticism

10 — Plotting a conspiracy.
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