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The Atmosphere
The atmosphere is the mixture of gas molecules and other materials surrounding the
( earth. It is made mostly of the gases nitrogen (78%), and oxygen (21%). Argon gas and water
(in the form of vapor, droplets and ice crystals) are the next most common things. There are

also small amounts of other gases, plus many small solid particles, like dust, soot and ashes,
pollen, and salt from the oceans.

Depending on location, weather, and many other things the composition of the
atmosphere varies. There may be more water in the air after a rainstorm, or near the ocean.
Valcanoes can put large amount of dust particles high into the atmosphere. The atmosphere is
densest (thickest) at the botton, near the Earth. It gradually thins out as you go higher and
higher up. There is no sharp break between the atmosphere and space.
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