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Respected Rashtrapatiji, distinguished friends,

I am deliberately speaking in English so that our honoured guest is able to know what we are talking
about. Of course the University is committed to Urdu and that commitment is abiding. Sir, it is a matter of
great honour for this young university that symbolises o great cause, to welcome you, the President of India,
amidst us. You are its Visitor and also the fountain-head, which I may say so you are welcome in your own
institution. We are assembled here this afternoon primarily to celebrate the Birthday of a great son of
India, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad whose name adorns this university. A grateful nation recalls his heroic role
in the freedom struggle of India. The epical non-voilent struggle lead by Gandhiji had many distinctive
characteristics that I need not recount at this moment. Though, I must say that opart from many other
things the freedom struggle produced an array of leaders whose vision was to lay the foundation of the
first Republic of India. Maulana Azad occupied a vanguard position amongst them. He was only leader in
India who was President of the Indian National Congress for seven years continuously from 1939-1946, a
very crucial period in India‘s history. When India was turning corner, freedom had become visible.
Therefore at that time we needed a leader of his type and of his calibre to negotiate with various Missions
that were coming from England to determine the future of the sub-continent. Being the President of the
Congress, he was the main negotiator with various Missions sent by the colonial rulers.

I need not emphasise and repeat that he was a committed leader to nation's unity. He had once said in
one of his historic speeches that if any one-day nature were to offer him an option between freedom first
or freedom immediate and the Hindu-Muslim unity, he would prefer Hindu-Muslim unity, and that is the
hallmark of Maulana Azad's personality. This was not a hollow rhetoric, he tried his utmost to resist the
partition of the land. History has recorded, and I need not elaborate, that he was the real cuthor of what
is called the Cabinet Mission Plan that would have kept the land together. But the ironies of history turned
in a different direction. Maulana Azad was a very clear-eyed visionary, his faith in religiosity was in no way
contra fo India's development in its scientific temper and scientific growth. As we came in sir, you would
have seen Maulana Azad inaugurating the IIT of Kharagpur. He was the Education minister who was seeing
at that time the future of India. As Minister in-charge of Education and with the help and support of his
collaborator and jail-mate, Jawaharlal Nehru, he built the institutions of technology and scientific
knowledge that really built the background and backbone of our growth today. Now these institutions that
were visualised and built at that time occupy vangaurd position in the Information Technology that are
making India proud. Therefore, on his Birthday a grateful nation acknowledges his contributions, and a
grateful nation also bows its head in respect to his vision,

Conforming to his vision, the University as its Vice-chancellor has spelt out to you is giving a very high
priority to education of Science and technalogy. It is equally conscious that our vast country and large
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Addres by Shri K.RNARAYANAN, Chief guest of the function
(President of India & Visitor, Maulana Azad National Urdu University)

Shri L. K. Gujralji, Prof. Shamim Jairajpuri and distinguished guests & friends,

T am privileged to participate in the celebrations organized to commemorate the 113th Birth
Anniversary of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. Maulana Azad was a legendary figure in our long and arduous
struggle for independence. He blended in his personality remarkable traits of religious outlook and
modernity, spirit of nationalism and constructive Islamic internationalism, a spiritual bent of mind md a
deep secular vision. Mahatma Gandhi had remarked that Maulana Azad was his guide on the Hindu Muslim
question and "his nationalism is as robust as his faith in Islam", Pandit Jowaharlal Nehru very appropriately
said, "He was a strange mixture of medieval scholasticism, eighteenth century rationalism and a modern
outlook." His sacrifices for our epic fight for freedom were beyond measure. His contributions as a builder
of modern India will be recalled by generations to come with gratifude and admiration. But the most
distinguishing aspect of his life and deeds is his profound religious outlook and his challenging vision of India
as a great, ancient and inclusive civilization incessantly moving forward on the path of modernization,
rationalism and secularism. Defining the idea of tolerance and identity of an Indion he once said, “The
Indian refused to ignore other religions and fight them out of existence. He did nat possess the pride of
the fanatic that his was the one true religion." It is appropriate to derive lessons from such a worldview
which transcends all divisions, differences and barriers. Such an inclusive approach has always been a
guarantor of the cultural unity and intellectual integrity of India and is intensely and poignantly relevant in
our own time.

Indeed Maulana Azad's deep religious faith, his vision of India and his love for his country are
profoundly pertinent to the present and the future of India. He declared once *I am a Muslim and proud of
being one. Thirteen hundered years of its tradition are my heritage. T am not prepared to waste ifs finiest
part." But he added "The spirit of Islam does not stop me. It is in fact my guide along the path. With pride T
feel I am an Indian, I am a particle of the indivisible Indian nationalism... T will never mhqmsh this belief
of mine." : s :

It was this deep-seated belief that the Maulana spelt out when he was elected us thl'ﬂ:snhnvf HI:
Indian National Congress in 1940, What he said on that occasion is of utmost l'dﬂmu MM in the
future that it merits being quoted fully. He said: "Eleven hundred years of mwmm
and Muslims) have enriched India with our common achievements. Our language. nlrpnry our ihnlu'e.
our culture, our art, our dress, our manners and customs, the inmmu‘ebh ng ur-daly Efn‘
everything bears the stamp of our joint endeavour. There is indeed MW oﬂlﬁtﬂldl has w‘lldﬂus
stamp. Our languages were different, but we grew to use a common mmm«d msm m
dissimilar, but they acted and reacted on each other and thus produced a new swﬂuss. mwaeahh is
the heritage of our commen nationality.... If there are any Hindus amengst us who dwn 1o bring bu:h the
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Almost in anticipation of the dangerous theary of clash of civilizatio

written as early as 1951 about the unity of cultures, different races and of peoples of all the countries of x
»I would like to refer to the so called opposition between East and ;

ns and cultures, Maulana Saheb had

the world. He had very prophetically said,
West, or between different races and cultures. Most accounts of such conflicts seem in any case to be

based on misunderstanding of focts. We are told that centuries before the Christian era, the Persian attack

on Greece was an attack of the East and the West and led to a counter attack by the West led by

Alexander. Are these however conflicts between East and West, or campaigns of conquest by individuals

who wanted to bring the whole of the known world under their sway? It seems to me that we have thus

created needlessly a myth of conflict between East and West extending over millenniums." The myth that 1
Maulana Azod talked four decades back is now being carried forward and propounded by leading and
influential intellectuals of the world. Even the war against terrorism is being projected by some people as a
clash of civilizations which is a dangerous way of looking at the sinister phenomenon of terrorism. Referring

to the centuries old civilization of India Maulana Azad had written, "Here every kind of faith, every kind of

culture, every mode of living was allowed to floursih and find its own salvation ... What we actually do not

find is the clash of opinions or the breaking of the heads merely because of the difference of opinion®.
What Maulana Azad saw in India in terms of the absence of clash of opinion is also true at the international
level where cultures and civilizations have never clashed but the barbarians. We can fight against this
theary by following Maulana Azad's philosophy. He had in fact said that the greatest obstacle against the
unity of cultures of the world is narrow mindedness or narrow nationalism. He described this as a social

disease and prescribed that the sutdy of History and Geography must be redesigned to make it free from

passion and prejudices so that unity of mankind and culture is promoted.
Today when advances in science and technology have enabled us to map the human genome and the

genome of plants, scientists have found out the truth that human beings wherever they may be, are all one.
We are told by the scientists that 99% of the genes of all human beings are same. Maulana Azad had
articulated this idea which has been articulated at e philosophical level and which is ingrained in our civilized
existence for centuries. He said, ... human race is one in origin and all men are akin to one another ... It is
not to my mind incompatible with the belief in the theary of evolution. We can accept that theory and still
hold that all men belong o same species and differences among them developed on account of differences
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inmvlromntmdothcrfacful' Ouﬂlnﬁynrpnbbnhmidyhlhﬂmmyww
that, "our present difficulties, unlike those of Europe, are not creations of materialistic zealots but of
religious fanatics", Today, Ladies and Gentlemen, the spread of religious fundamentalism and the cuff of
lnfolemcenu?hemmlmpormmnmblingbkdummpfhdmadm Wlunﬂu-ck
so much talk about rewriting history, we must keep in mind the words of Maulana Azad whe once said that
correct writing of history and its proper teaching is the best antidate 1o the violence and hatred that had
permeated to the different religious groupings of our saciety. Tn that context he outlined the scheme of
social education, ﬂwmuinmms:ofwhlchmfodazhphﬁecdmm“wmw
infusing tolerance among them, mimcmmm&mlmmmfwmmmumu
a rededication to these lmhm!iudwwhnamuﬂm"m”qh-hdﬂvm
and our secular and tolerant ethos and composite culture are consolidated.

Like Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Nehru, mhmammmmma—n-mm '
held that "education cannot wait" and said, "Our educational programme will uitimately depend upon the
We&mflmofmmImemhMmmﬂmhdfqrmn“ Maulona l
Amdsvwionefnml’ndmasamofImpimloufwallofumnnmqlwdbminrt-'
practice. We have fo ever rededicate ourselves to that challenging task. Ollybydmgflunﬂirdy
honour him and remember that great personality in full measure. :

It is significant that Maulana Azad's birthday is
Maulana Azad National Urdu University. S "'W""ﬂ'“"m‘*h:-“

Maulana Azod entered public life through the medium of Urdu journalism. He established many Urdu
newspapers and enriched the field of Urdu language through his writings. Urdu has become an
international language today. :rmmmmmmwmd-uhmu
other world renowned literary figures. Today Urdu is the third largest language of India and it is
included in the Bth Schedule of the Constitution. Mmﬂmmm-'ﬂﬂ-”
the population speaking Urdu in India. It is recognized as a mms&mmmnu ‘
the official language of Jammu and Kashmir, the second official lurgugc of MM Mﬂl |
Delhi. And as Pandit Nehru once pointed out Urdu is a link with Wmtﬁl\lﬂﬁlhm “
friendship is important to India. Above all it uchwlyﬁmmmmhﬁm&ﬁwq" '
fusion of cultures, and for India |1'iaanmegmtingmd,' e L ahatme

Urdu, He later said that after ﬂu mmmufwmm"n’ﬁﬂnhm'
fhntmm*hl;nfmtndhn’ﬂmmww&ﬁmﬁbﬂh": '
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