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6. The four members of an Indian family found dead near the US-Canada border a
few days ago have been identified as residents of Dingucha village in Kalol
tehsil of Gandhinagar, authorities said on Friday morning.

The family was allegedly trying to enter the US illegally when they froze to
death in the Manitoba province of Canada, near the US Canada border, on
January 19.

According to a statement released by the High Commission of India, Ottawa,

the four have been identified as Jagdish Patel (39), his wife Vaishali Patel (37)
their daughter Vihangi Patel (11), and their son Dharmik Patel (3).

7. For nearly a month, a government college in Karnataka’s Udupi district has
banned students from wearing hijab inside the classroom. Seven of the college’s
Muslim students, who demanded that they be allowed to attend classes while
wearing a hijab, have been denied entry.

The principal of the Government Women’s Pre-University College, Udupi, has
said that the ban was being enforced to maintain “uniformity”.

The college, built in 1985, has around 700 students, including 70 Muslim
students, studying in the Science, Arts and Commerce branches.

8. Chief Economic Advisor K.V. Subramaniam has backed a proposal to bring
petroleum products under the ambit of the Goods and Services Tax (GST).

He, however, said the decision will have to be taken by the GST council.

"It will be a good move, but the decision rests with the GST Council," Mr.
Subramanian said during a recent interaction with FICCI FLO memabers.

Continuous rise in fuel prices has burdened the common man and become a
political issue in States where assembly elections are due.

Subramanian also said inflationary pressures are mostly on account of "food
inflation™.
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10.

At least four people died and 15 were hospitalized after inhaling toxic gases
emanating from a vegetable container in Pakistan’s port city Karachi, police
said.

“The initial investigation showed that as soon as people from Jackson market
opened the container fumes emanated from it and people had difficulty in
breathing and lost consciousness,” DIG Sharjeel Kharal told reporters.

“They were taken to a nearby private hospital where four people died while 15
are under treatment,” Kharal said.

The school reopening after a month-long break due to the third wave of
COVID-19 cases in Hyderabad turned into a non-event due to Amavasya or
new moon night. A large number of parents refused to send their children to
school due to the belief that Amavasya is inauspicious.

“I will go to school from tomorrow. My parents didn’t send me to school
because of Amavasya,” said a student of Class Il of MPPS Hyderguda. Schools
in Telangana were closed temporarily on January 8 as the number of cases of
COVID-19 showed an increasing trend.
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13. Given the heavy rainfall warning, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy on Thursday directed the officials to remain vigilant and
review the situation from time to time. The chief minister held a video
conference with the district collectors of Prakasham, Nellore, Chittoor and
Kadapa on the prevailing situation owing to heavy rains, instructed the
officials to be prepared for the worst and deploy SDRF and NDRF teams for
rescue operations. The district collectors were also asked to set up relief
camps for sheltering people evacuated from low-lying and inundated areas.

The officials were directed to ensure that all types of medication are available
at PHCs, area hospitals, and district hospitals, along with generators to meet
emergency services without interruption. He also ordered that power
restoration works, plugging breaches, if any, to canals and supply of safe
drinking water to affected areas should be done on a priority basis.

As another low-pressure in the Bay of Bengal is likely to make landfall as a
cyclone on the east coast, officials have been directed to brace for another
spell of heavy rain.

14. A day after shots were fired at his vehicle while he was returning to New
Delhi from a poll campaign in Uttar Pradesh, AIMIM leader and Lok Sabha
member Asaduddin Owaisi said he did not want the Z-category security cover
offered to him by the government.

On Friday, the Ministry of Home Affairs granted Z-category CRPF security
cover to Owaisi. His security detail, sources said, would have six-eight armed
commandos accompanying him on his travels, apart from the security
personnel at his residence.

But speaking in Lok Sabha, Owaisi said he did not want the Z-category
security cover and would prefer to be an “A-category citizen”.

“I want to live, speak. | have to raise my voice to live. My life will be safe
when the poor are safe. If the Constitution provides security to the poor, the
weaker and the minorities, | will also be safe. | know there will be death for
each one of us. | will not get scared of those who shot at my car... But this
hatred has to be stopped,” he said.

The government said it had taken serious note of the Thursday incident and
Union Home Minister Amit Shah would be making a statement in Lok Sabha
on Monday.
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15. The French president and the German chancellor will head to Moscow and
Kyiv in the coming weeks, adding to diplomatic efforts to try to deter Russian
President Vladimir Putin from launching an invasion of Ukraine and find a
way out of the growing tensions.

France’s Emmanuel Macron is scheduled to visit Moscow on Monday and
Kyiv on Tuesday, while Germany’s Olaf Scholz will travel to Kyiv on Feb 14
and Moscow on Feb 15.

The high-level visits come as China has backed Russia’s demand that NATO
be precluded from expanding to Ukraine, and after the US accused the
Kremlin on Thursday of an elaborate plot to fabricate an attack by Ukrainian
forces that Russia could use as a pretext to take military action.

The US has not provided detailed information backing up the claims, which
Moscow has vehemently denied.
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