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India's constitutional structure is a good example of the principle of
accommodation on matters of substance. Federal and unitary systems of government are
apparently incompatible. A constitution, an American or an English constitutional lawyer
would say, must be one or the other. Yet the Indian Constitution is either depending on the
circumstances. The question of India's membership in the Commonwealth is another such
example. The Assembly had decided in 1946 that India was to be a republic. Yet in 1949
the Assembly decided that India was to be a member of an organization with a monarch at
its head. India was thus the first nation to reconcile the incompatibles of republicanism and·
monarchy. This it did at the time when Ireland was breaking away from the Commonwealth
and was proclaiming itself a republic in reaction, primarily, to the unpleasant symbol of the
monarchy.19 India, however, reconciled the two by viewing her own sovereignty on a level
untouched by her recognition of the British Monarch as a ‘symbol of association and as
such the Head of the Commonwealth'.
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