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8 — A study by the National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (Neeri) in Nagpur has
found a “very strong” correlation — up to 85% - between the increase in the average day
temperature and the reduction in Covid-19 spread for select cities in the country and for states
like Maharashtra and Karnataka as a whole.

9 — The US resistance to a continued lockdown. In these times, the sight of public gathering of
hundreds of people mostly without face masks is alarming. But that is what happened at a
demonstration against the shutdown measures in Washington State. We believe that the state
governor has gone beyond constitutional authority in shutting down business.
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13. The world’s largest lockdown means all factories, markets s hops and places of worship are
now closed, most public transport suspended and construction work halted, as India asks its
citizens to stay home and practice social distancing. Already data shows that the main cities are
recording much lower levels of harmful microscopic particulate matter. The sudden fall in
pollutants and the subsequent blue skies signal a dramatic shift for India. “I have not seen such
blue skies in Delhi for the past ten years”, said Jyoti pande Lavakare , the co-founder of Indian
environmental organization Care for Air.

14. Foreign secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla holds virtual interactive session with the
Confederation of Indian Industry. During the session, Shringla outlined the role of G20 in
addressing the Covid-19 crisis and the outcomes of the Extraordinary Virtual G20 Leaders
Summit that took place on March 15. He said that the G20 represents 2/3rds of the global
population and has agreed upon a plan of action in tackling public health, economic and
livelihood impact on the pandemic. He also outlined government’s initiatives in protecting
vulnerable sections of the population.
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