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6. When 23-year-old K. Sangeetha picked up a broom to sweep Raja Street on
Monday morning she was going through mixed emotions.

It was the first day of her job as a Coimbatore conservancy worker and she was
not quite prepared for the task that awaited her. “I did not expect to sweep the
road. Initially it was very difficult. | felt as if all eyes were on me. But |
managed to pull through.”

7. Veteran actor Dilip Kumar passed away early on Wednesday morning in
Hinduja hospital, Khar, in Mumbai.
The actor, aged 98, was admitted to the hospital for the last 15 days. Doctors
said his treatment was ongoing for the last 3-4 months now. He suffered from
advanced prostate cancer that had spread in other organs of his body.

“He had water in the pleural cavity, and he suffered kidney failure. He required
blood transfusion multiple times. We carried out the last transfusion but it did
not help,” a hospital doctor said.

8. India was ranked 102" on the Global Hunger Index, an index of 117 countries.
It was the lowest ranked among South Asian countries (the rest being ranked
between 66 and 94) and way behind the other BRICS nations, the lowest of
which was South Africa at 59.

After steady improvement, India’s rank slipped from 2015, when it was ranked
93. Even Pakistan, which used to be the only country in South Asia to rank
below India, has pulled ahead in the 2019 ranking to 94" place.

9. The Haryana government has decided to open schools for Classes 4 and 5 —
both government and private — from September 1.

Education Minister Kanwar Pal Gurjar said that classes will be held while
strictly following the Covid protocol. The students would be allowed to attend
school only prior permission of their parents.
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10.

The state had reopened middle, high and senior secondary schools from July.
Recently, BJP leader and former minister Sampat Singh had demanded
immediate reopening of all schools in Haryana. He said there was no logic
behind opening all crowded places including markets, railway stations, bus
stands and industrial units while keeping the schools closed.

Police cracked a case of double murder of an elderly couple which took place
on August 20 at their residence in Kashinagar in south Bengaluru’s
Kumaraswamy Layout. According to sources, four persons from Hindupur in
Andhra Pradesh have been arrested for the murder and subsequent theft of gold
and other valuables.

The initial probe had revealed that the murder was carried out by someone
known to the elderly couple — Kantharaju (65) and Premalatha (61). Three
cups left on a table had raised suspicion during the investigation that more than
one person was involved.
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13. For 35-year-old N. Padmavathy too, Monday was the first day of work as a
municipal conservancy worker. She also took up the assignment because it
was a government job and the salary was better than that at her last employer.
The conservancy workers on entry get a little more than Rupees 17,500 a
month. They are eligible for annual increments and pension benefits.

The working hours were another reason for Ms. Padmavathy quitting her job
as an accountant at a private firm near Town Hall.

The women are among the dozens of men and women with under-graduate
and post-graduate qualifications who applied for and were appointed for
conservancy work. The new staff include those from the Backward Classes
and Most Backward Classes.

R. Naveen, a civil engineering diploma holder, says family circumstances
forced him to take up the job. “I am the breadwinner and support my mother
and younger sister. That is why | left my job at a private company to take up
this government job.”

Welcoming the fact that qualified candidates and persons from outside the SC
communities were taking up conservancy work, S. Selvakumar, member,
State Level SC Welfare Committee, said it was a step towards ensuring social
equality.

A senior Corporation official said the civic body followed the roster system in
appointing qualified candidates but did not share details on the exact number
of appointees with a college qualification.

14. The GHI score, which reflects data from 2014 to 2018, is based on the
proportion of a country’s child population that is undernourished, share of
children under five years of age who have insufficient weight for their height
or whose height is not commensurate to their age, and the mortality rate of
under-5 children.

The report said only 9.6% of children between 6-23 months in India were fed
a minimum acceptable diet (a recent Union Health Ministry survey had in fact
put that figure at an even lower 6.4%). The GHI report praised the progress
made by Bangladesh, attributing it to “robust economic growth and attention
to ‘nutrition-sensitive’ sectors such as education, sanitation and health”.

The GHI ranks countries on a 100-point scale, with 0 being the best score (no
hunger) and 100 being the worst. Values less than 10 reflect low hunger,
values from 20 to 34.9 indicate serious hunger, values from 35 to 49.9 are
alarming, and values of 50 or more are extremely alarming.
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India’s score was 30.3, putting it in the serious hunger category. The report
warned that climate change was causing alarming levels of hunger and
making it more difficult to feed people in the world’s most vulnerable regions.

The report pointed out that while there has been progress since 2000, the
world has a long way to go to achieve the ‘zero’ target.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on August 25 said holistic steps are being
taken for the value chain associated with automobile manufacturing so that the
industry becomes more productive and sustainable.

In a message to the auto industry body Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) on its 61st Annual Convention, the Prime Minister
also stated that India remained firmly committed to move forward with the
goal of clean and modern mobility, while lauding the role of the industry in
the country’s progress.

“The role of the automobile industry in India’s economy and progress has
been remarkable. From contributing significantly towards manufacturing to
furthering exports, from creating numerous employment opportunities to
adding to the ease of living for people, the sector has been a partner in India’s
growth story,” Mr. Modi wrote in his message which was read out by SIAM
President Kenichi Ayukawa.

“We have to work together for the next generation infrastructure, world class
manufacturing and new age technology. India is committed to providing its
citizens with global standards in terms of quality and safety,” he asserted.
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