. the Apostle of Allah and the Last of the Prophets . . . "—
Hotr QUu-aw, 33: 40. “There will be no prophet atter me."— Monasowas,
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OF
THE HOLY PROPHET MUHAMMAD

{peace be upon him)

MuasnuMaip THE Prorser, by Maulios Mohammad Al L}ﬁ
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and blocked gold. 300 pagos - .. - 3 0
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A DECLARATION

o
)
F 1, Witpiam Wrinkmwson Boyp, of . . . . MaclLean
"' M Hﬁnﬂr Oak Park, London, 8.E. 23, do here h_:,,
ifully and solemnly declare of my own free “will
] 'l.'- T worship One and Only Allih (God) alone ; that
;"-'! ": gve Muhammad to be His Messenger and Servant ;
‘EE T reapect equally all Prophets—Abraham, Mases,
o8 "gmﬂ others, and that 1 will live a Mushm life h}

the help of Allih.
f.- h ilaha ill-Allah Muﬁamun-ﬂawmnahf .
T 'h huﬁ«ﬂn& God (Alldh) and Muhammad is
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MILAD-AL-NABI (A.H. 1361)

The Anniversary of the Birthday of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad was celebrated in London by the
members of the Muslim Society in Great Britain and
their friends in their house at 18 Kecleston Square,

8. W. 1. on Saturday, 28th March, 1942 (A. H. 1361).

It was a perfect Spring day with bright sunshine and by

4 p.m. when the proceedings were scheduled to begin
about 170 members and friends of the Muslim eom-
munity of Great Britain had assembled. Extra colour
was lent to the event by the attendance of a large party

of Indian soldiers of the Indian contingent in this
country who were through the courtesy of Colanel R,

W Hills, their Commander, enabled to be present at
one of the great Muslim celebrations in England., Many

of t fmests even came long distances from the country
in Briler to be present on this oecasion Which is cele-
brated every year by the Muslim community with
great enthusiasm. This occasion was rather unique

in the history of Islam in this country as it was the v
first time that the proceedings were entirely conducted —’!
by English Muslims. The Muslim Society in Cireat < .‘
Britain had the fortune and honour to have the well-
knwwn English Muslim authority on Arabia, Hr H—
St. J. B. Philby, c.1.E., L.C.B. [rntlreﬂ} as the s ﬁf‘
tf the afternoon. The proceedings were F,Iwﬂ#d
byMr.+l. V. de Yorke, Chairman of the ﬂﬂlﬂm
#nd begag at 4-15 p.m. Mr. de Yorke ﬂmﬁm
Mr. D. Cowan, M.A., Assistant Im.qnnfﬂp
Mosque, Wnkmg' to open ﬂlumnudm%
from the Holy Qur-dn. H:..ﬁe |
Mr. Philby to the andience mﬂha he
well-known Munhm s ]iu 1 1

the Muslip mmmm - .
d h?ﬂﬂﬂ ._- I T..-.' .'.,.
- n. ‘?"‘ L png e
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" THE HIGH COMMISSIONER ENTERTAINED

he drew a striking comparison between the world at
the time when the Prophet appeared and the world of
to-day with all its strife and sorrow and he emphasized
the great part that Islam must play in the reconstruction
of the post-war world., He called upon the Muslims
to show themselves worthy of the great responsibility
which is theirs. We have pleasure in printing
Mr. Philby’s address in full elsewhere in this issue.
Mr. de Yorke thanked Mr. Phllh}" for his inspiring
talk and expressed the hope that the Muslim Society
in Great Britain would have the privilege of hearing
him again in the near future. The celebration pro-
gramme was then brought to a close by Risaldar-Major
and Hon. Lieutenant Mohammed Ashrat Khan, mam.,
.D.8.M., who led the audience in the recitatiod of
prayers invoking the blessings of God upon<is Holy
Prophet. With this the proceedings 1>Er11151:1“f‘f:eh:'1111|
the audience repaired to other rooms where tea was
served in the unique atmosphere of Islamic fraternity
and the guests had the opportunity to meet and talk
and renew old acquaintances, By 6-30 p.m. mog$ of
- the guests had departed after a very happy and suctess-
- ful celebration.

THE HIGH COMMISSIONER ENTERTAINED
AT THE MOSQUE WOKING

33 ﬂn t"-ha evening of Saturday, June 13th, 1942,
- 1 Sahib of the Shah Jehan Mosque, ‘thmg
e and pleasure of entertaining at dinner
Zn Lque, C.L.E., B.L.,, D.LIT., the Th;ﬂn Com-

In irhu rﬂﬂanﬂy arrived in Ifondon.
Enrt-y and in the courie of
imall Muslim community in
 of -Mlg t-he distin-
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Mr. and Mrs. 1. V. de Yorke, Risaldar-Major and Hon.
Lieut, Mohammad Ashraf Khan Sahib, Mr. and Mrs.
Toto, Mr, and Mrs. Howell and Mr. and Mra, Farmer.

All the guests had a very pleasant evening in the
company of such charming gentlemen.

THE ISLAMIC CULTURE—I
By Syep WizaraT ALl

Islamic eulture reigned supreme for over a thousand
years in the then known three continents of the world
as no other culture had done before, and yet it is assert-
ed that Islam had no culture of its own and that what
eulture it had was a bhorrowed one! Sir Hassan
Sulwydawardy, LL.D. (Hon. Lond.), Vice-Chaneellor,
CalMutta University, has met the objection to some
u:te.ut ig#his foreword to the Mussalman Culture.”
tra from Russian by Mr. Shahid Subrawardy,
Professor of Fine Arts, Calentta University, as follows @
G “Tt has often heen contended that there was no
Islamic oulture, but a culture of the Islamie

- . peoples, that is those who had been converted
to Islam brought with them their own cultural
luggage and that historians have aﬂ:ﬂ‘h‘l’ﬂﬂlj'
given @ generic name to what were but psll:ﬁ't-
* ocularist manifestations. Whilst one nunnpl

-.||'

-
-

il

i

r

doubt the contribution of each ethnologieal

group, nor that all the peoples w
one religious idea from Pjnmqﬂ'ﬂw
Hiflx contributed in an qnal gree Lo
cultur®, it is lumat.hing apart an '
*than the culture of the wari
Mussalmans that parft
aven ns o ¢ L
from #his
" This m
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footing to other cultures inasmuch as its aim was not

the cultivation of the individual or a group of indivi-
duals, but of the éntire human race. * No amount of
works of art, or works of literature in any land,” says

Mr. Marmaduke Pickthall, the great English and
Arabic scholar, *can be regarded as the justification

of Islam so long as wrong, injustice and intolerance
remain. No victories of war or peace, however
brilliant, can be quoted as the harvest of Islam. Islam

has wider objects, grander views. It aims at nothing

less than hunian brotherhood. Btill as a religion, 1t
does encourage human effort after self and race im-
provement more than any other religion, and since it
became & power in the world it has produced cuuyiral
results which will bear comparison with the dlta

- ﬂ&hiﬂ'lrn& il]" all the other religions, nﬂha‘h{gﬂ and
plﬁ]naﬂphms put together.” The same learned™riter
goes on: A section—the most vocal section—of the
modern world would make objection to Islamic culture
! on the ground that it is unsuitable to modern thought
nIHI ﬁnmilhﬂm. being founded on the principle ot of

E’ "- Yy ';l.‘ aﬁ:tum:aﬂy or [r]utm-mr_',* or any mh{r
of thﬂn?bhml which had been tried in modern times,
]fﬂmmm have, every one of them, been, found
. wanting—but of pure theocracy. Not a remoto idesl
% {-ﬁ! ﬂmm to be contemplated only at hours, of
rorship ln;ﬂ. forgotten at all other hours ; but,an ac tual,

; mﬁthmy acknowledged and obayed

1 -'“".
&

AT ] },A.ﬁml another great Orentalist,
i 10 some very interesting and
he _mb]eﬂ&t under reference in
o ads. iﬁwdeplﬂnng that
amic culty m}-“ 1_”, Nac¢ are bumg

;ﬂ;'“ kAL
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of Western ideas and customs, he asks, ** What is the
matter with Islam? T it really as our adversaries
and defeatists, within our ranks, will make us believe,
a spent force 2 Has it outlived its own usefulness
and given the world all it had to give 7™

History tells us that all human cultures and eivi-
lisations are organic bodies and resemble living beings.
They run through all the phases organie life is hound
to pass ; they are born, they have youth, ripe age, and
at the end comes decay. Like plants that wither and
fall to dust, the cultures die at the end of their time
and give birth to other freshly born ones. Is this the
case with Islam? It would appear so at the first
aupqsial look. No doubt, the Islamic culture has ..'l’,I
had 1ts splendid rise and its blossoming age; it had
power teAnspire men to deeds and sacrifices ; it trans- :
form®{enations and created new states and then it
stood still and became stagnant, mﬂthmﬁﬁmu - 3
empty word, and at present, we witness its utter
debasement and decay. But is this all 2 If we believe
that” Islam is not & mere civilisation among others,
iot a mere onteome of human thoughts and mﬂuvm
but a law decreed by God Almighty to be followed 'hj! =
humagity at all times and everywhere, m&& asp
changes thoroughly. If Islamie Eﬂhﬁ% ‘I'I‘!lﬂ“
resetlt of our following a revealed Iilg.), fﬂ;'l" _"
never admit that, like other cultures, it is c¢hainec ;
theslapse of time and limited by the
life. What appears to be the ﬁﬁﬁ;
reality pothing but the M
hearte which are tbo iﬂh
central voice,

No H-IE.'[I. is viiiﬂn

statyre has o I
produce & bilter sys
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b THE ISLAMIC CULTURE—I

brotherhood on a practical footing as Islam did in its
supernatural conception of “ Ummat ™ ; it has not
been able to create a social structure in which the
conflicts and frictions between the members are as
efficiently reduced to a minimum as in the social plan
of: Islam ; it has not been able to enhance the dignity
of man, his feeling of security, his spiritual hope and
last, but surely not least, his happiness. In all these
things the present achievements of the human race
fall considerably short of the Islamic progzamme,
Where then is the justification for saying that Islam is
“out of date™? Is it only because its foundations
are purely religious and religious orientation is out of
fashion to-day ? But if we see that a system Dased
on religion has been able to evolve a practicalpro-
t.- gramme of life more complete, more concrete™snd more
congenial to the psychological condittons of me®han
any other thing that mankind has been able to produce
by way of reforms and proposals, is not, just this a very
wl!tghtgr H'g'umﬂnt- in favour of the religious outlook ?
3 ! nf one un]tu.ra or cmhmtmn Gver

: ':-i ﬂ! hﬂmﬂn life. And in t.]uﬂ reapmt Tslam

> , o1 ¥ Eﬁhﬂl‘ Eﬂﬁﬂrﬂ We have only to ﬁ:rquw

: m:fﬂr the ﬂﬂrmnl tmd enltural
in &hﬂ Tact ﬁm.tr t-hey
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weakening of the fundaments necessarily had weakened
the ““cultural structure.”” How true this is! Islam
enjoined its followers to lead an organised life of great
simplicity and purity after the manner of its Great
Founder (peace be on him) and this contributed to the
amazing successes of Islam in all the fields of human
activity.” Thesamelearned writer observes in another
place :
““The observance of Sunnal is identical with

Islamie existence and progress. The neglect of Sunnah

-— is identical with decomposition and decay of Islam.
The Sunnah was the iron framework of the house of
Islam and if you remove the framework from a building,
cn{"‘:nu be surprised if it breaks down like a house of ‘i
cares ?

“(%#® of the main achievements of Islam, the one
whivdfy distingnishes it from other transcendental 1
systems, is the complete reconciliation between the
moral and material sides of human life. This was one s
of the reasons why Islam in its prime had such a hmtu-
phant success wherever it appeared. It brought 1o
mankind the new message that the carth must not be
despised in order that the heaven be gained. The
gmwt.ll of Islamic Empire was so rapid as its ﬂlﬁ#
="' was tlow. In contrast, to the one century ﬂﬁﬂh
- ngeded to destroy the Roman Empire, the I

Empire of the Oaliphs needed more W m
of, slow decu.y till its ultimate pe i
J.'aprmﬁnbe& in the extinction of the Ot
was effected.” Tk was the n’ﬁal%

Qur- j.u that gave & mﬂd _ﬂﬂw_ | _.

i-ir'

example of the Prﬂpmr
ings be upon him) ﬂmt
the gronnd soffial &
no ‘such lﬁv.lml}
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*“Islam has never been o barrier to progress and
soience. It appreciates the intellectual activities of
man to such a degree as to place him above the angels.
History proves beyond any possibility of doubt that
no religion has given such s stimulus to scientific pro-
gress as Islam did. The encouragement which learning
and scientific research received from the Islamic
theology resulted in the splendid cultural achievements
in the days of the ** Umayvads and Abbassides ™ and
the Arab rule in Spain. Europe knows this best, for
it own culture owes to Izslam nothing less than the
Renaissance after centuries of darkness.”

There is a quality which one associates with a
higher degree of human culture and that is tolerrace.
Muslim rulers set an example to other nations i his

“‘f raspect. The famous Russian author (V. Ve Bartold)
writes: “ Qenerally speaking, the Christiang=dvere
left in possession of their churches, In fact, for a long
time, new churches and monasteries were huilt under
Tslamic rule without any opposition from the rulers.
The so-called treaty of Umar by which the Christians,

 asit Fﬂﬂm themselves not to build churches nor

IF-I repair old ones was invented by historians much

er. Over all the vast area of the I[J.h[ﬂmm from
Tlmmtr in the south-western end of Portugal to

) San arkand, we see rich Christian foundations endowgd
;Mh property. The Christian, subjects
| p ‘ware not hindered from ]:IEE]JI]‘IL AP

8 it ﬁ#m of the Christian world nor from

itributions for their founddtions. In the
inople, Jerusalem was represgnted

-"';, ~ Christians in the different

‘1 P' mdﬂn cm:lmnt with

A |

LR =4 i L
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equally with Muslims, were admitted to the scheols
and universitiecs—not only that, but were boarded
and lodged in hostels at the cost of the State. Further,
the Muslim Empire was a refuge for all those who fled
from persecufion by the Inquisition.

In Egvpt, the Copts were on terms of closest
friendship with the Muslims in the first centuries of the
Muslim conquest, and they are on terms of closest
friendship with the Muslims at the present day. In
Syria, the various Christian commumities lived on
terms of closest friendship with the Muslims in the
first centuries of the Mushm conquest, and they are on
terms of closest friendship with the Muslims st the
prgzt day openly preferring Muslim domination to a
fordten yoke. Indeed, the condition of the common
people #hiroughout the Muslim Empire remained
sup¥ier to that of any other people in the world in
education, sanitation, public security and general
liberty. Muslim justice in the hey-day of their power
was also proverbiasl. *There is not one standard and
one law for the Muslim and anether for the outsider,”

says the ldarmed Mr. Marmbduke Pickthall. “]Jlﬂw - 4
kingdom of Allal, there are no favourites. Thess ;
law 1 i5 one for all, and non-Muslims, who u-nnﬁmm Hl “'1'
* are more fortunate than professed Muslims who 1
og disobey its principles.™

Non;ro-operation and niass civil d sobedi :
unheard of in the great days of Iﬂﬂf&
subjects weru perfectly satisfied with t ¢ admi
h{-Emvluur of "their Mlllhmr% 3
if I,,gwn here some more quota
subject under reference Erai:u] 14 bo
great Russian anthor Hm. % V. Ba told
i h‘{umlmﬁn ﬂ HE li;ﬂ & _.'Z"""i -
hnum;:h T3
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THE ISLAMIC CULTURE—I

about almost against the will of the rulers. The spread
of Islam amongst the subject peoples destroyed the
entire financial system of the Caliphate. Consequently,
it was much less desirable from their point of view to
encourage the spread of the official tongue anmongst
the pon-Muslims. The Christians were prohibited from
speaking it or from sending their children to Mussalman
schools. Notwithstanding these measures, Islam be-
came the religion of a large majority of the population
and even that portion which did not embrace Islam
adopted the Arab tongue.

* Christians became acquainted with Greek scholar-
ship at an earlier epoch and in a more thorough manner
than the Mussalmans, but they could not give it tiat
forward urge nor create models for scholarly worl¢nis

b—l‘!‘ﬁ MB]' Mussalmans. Even the most enh;'hh-m i
of the Christian people, the Syrians, did not prpAice
a single scholar who could compare with Farabi, Thn-
- Sina, Biruni, or Ibn Rushd. Shiraz gave to the Mussal-
- man world ’ﬁhﬂ greéat astronomer Kutbuddin and the
2rea :W Ewsmudﬂi:n the builder of the Mosque
of Gauhar Shah ='#HM :
To quote a recent Eumpmn writer :
ﬂ:? glory of Islam that it gave to other
sciences the same footing which it gave to'the
M ﬂfﬂlﬂ Qm:—in and the Hadis and Figh
15 Musliry ngtudm)——n place in the

stry and IJIITHH 18,
i Mnnumy “Were given
ially with lecfures on the
. ¢ the niuaquc wha Jhe
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Muslim writers that peculiar quality ﬂﬁgh
I avery reader of them must have noticed, ﬁ'ﬁ?
i

ealm serenity of orbed minds.™ A

To conclude, the culture of Islam aimed not at
beautifying and refining the accessories of human life,
but it aimed at beautifying and exalting human life
itself. Inits grandeur and in its decay, Islamic colture
—whether we survey it in the field of science or of art
or literature, or of social welfare, has an abiding charm
of its oiwn, and all lovers of Islamic culture must find
time to study the vast literature available in Arabic
and other languages on the subject under reference.

= o 8
. THE MUSLIM SOCIETY AT HOME 1
/m THE JAVANESE MINISTER

n the afternoon of Saturaay, &th Eeptamhur,
1942, the Chairman and members of the Muslim i
in Great Britain were at Home in their ﬁime ﬁ lf
Eccleston Square, London, 8. W.1, to welcome His
Bxcellency Pangeran  Ario  Soejono, Netherlands
Minister without Portfolio. His Excellency is the first .‘."
Javanese Muslim to become Minister in the l:lul:uh
, Government and it was to celebrate this happy apipmi-

© met that the meeting had been arranged. By 4 |
when the party began more than a hun&mﬁ-gniﬂl ad
assembled to honour the ﬂil‘t.ingmn.'lmﬁ m
a_recitation from the Holy Qur-an bj E 1 Cowan
with whidle the procesdings 'ﬁ&gan, mail
Yorke, Chairman of the Muslim £ ty inGreat Britain,
1nl;r-:h‘1"umd His Excellency ﬂﬁ» --
axpressed the pleasure and g y o
in having him nmongu#“ﬁhma His Excellon
as follows : « b S iee

' Ladew and Glamsn, ik

;!,

-,




~ THE MUSLIM SOCIETY AT HOME

~ for your kind invitation to be present here, which
gives mo the opportunity of meeting my fellow-believers
and friends of Islam in this part of the world,

The first Missionaries who brought Islam to the
Netherlands, Fast Indies, about five hundred years
ago, came chiéfly from India, mostly from Gujrat.
Some of them introduced the Islamic Mysticism
Sufism, to the Indonesians.
~ The people to whom I belong, the Javancse, have
for many years formed together with other Indonesians
the largest contingent of pilgrims to the Holy City of
Makka and founded there the Java Colony.

The greater part of these pilorims who returned
to their native land after the Hajj have become emivgnt
axamples to their families and neighbours at hon"in

h the Indonesian community. They stimusate  and
-i'uhuﬁﬂify the religions life of their murﬂnmwﬂrul
therefore, greatly contribute to the spiritual welfare

of their fellow-creatures. .
Brothers-in-Tslam : from the depth of my heart

I m;mﬁjw that T am exceedingly thankful to Allal,

_ &lﬁm ﬂllﬁ I belong to the Bruthnr'!mm] of

“-'miﬂ.

e Oy Rﬂ‘:ﬁglﬂn is the Religion of Peace. TIn such

’ L;imu 2 these the longing for peace is particdlarly *
m ﬂ-’l a result of this devastating war which rages

 ew _;llmlm,,r'[ am convinced that onr Religion and
_,_'_-Fﬂ"- play a very prominent paft in’ the
' 3[ new and better world:
AT, Miﬂj that in Western Birope
ng more and more u.ppramn.ta{] ng
:::..- ;_'~.whm I am at Prﬂﬂ'ﬂt
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I would like to finish by saying that 1 hope that
the Tslamic life may steadily grow in this part of the
world and that with Allah’s blessings it may contribute
to improve the prosperity of Mankind !
After a talk by Sirdar Igbal Ali Shah entitled k
““Is this a Christian War " tea was served in a delight- i
ful atmosphere of friendliness and hmthﬂrlj' rood
' fealing,

THOUGHTS FOR THE MORROW
3 By Mrzaxvr RagMaN, M.A,

The world is passing through a crizis of the greatest
magpitude. It is a veritable catastrophe and a violent
camgelysm franght with far-reaching potentialities for
the futuge. The shape of things to come ont of this
wo de convulsion is yet in the womb of future, .‘
but, tifis can be said with certainty that the dﬂlﬂﬂr

ration is hound to bring about revelutionary ﬂ.lm
—social, political, economical and otherwise. This
anguished cry, perhaps, constitutes the birth-pangs of
newer ideals and a newer angle of vision. .
Thers is no gainsaying the fact that the Wes
Nationalism has brought the present crisis into | b
jeopardising the world’s civilisation, moulded as ihl ﬂ 1
Wastern ideals and conceptions. MWM r'!"
raphical nationalism has p:rclﬂd a 'hhnu ' r

]1,_ ,

ariissive aqmnmm at tha m ﬂfm iy 1
an insidious aftempt at @
over Right,—a el«mmu;q rinciple i
of time with the ﬂilmﬂl-lﬂ * ” .
and peace, individual, nations
pnn.mpla hmtqhnm&
mirage, - .
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THOUGHTS FOR THE MORROW

With all the glamours and vauntings of culture,
civilisation and advancement, the West has been the
victim of & brutal malady—the malady of might over
richt, of unbridled racial complex, and of excessive
g;—'-ﬁe& for power, The limits of international decencies
have been, and are being, ruthlessly exceeded under
the force and weight of man-killing armaments scienti-
fically discovered and developed. In other words,
the beast in Man, under the guise of culture and refine-
ment, like suzar-coated quinine, has been let loose and
allowed to run riot with the man in Man— that innocent,
peace-loving, sovial being whose motte iz, as it ought
to be, ** Live and let live.”

L * x

The present Totalitarian war is the logical en? of
the aforesaid superiority complex under the camonflage
of & so-called NEw orpER. But this orgy ¢ ljood
and brute force cannot go on long and ﬁtFl’llﬂ"F’ It
must, end to-day or to-morrow, maybe after mangling
the man grievously. But the man sHall not be killed

 outright. Manis, and is designed to be, the Flower of

- The demon cannot devour it out of exis-

m is gnﬂlmmuﬂmﬂ civilisation of the Western

w m to be nearing its-end—its crash. That is,
M mmn. the conception and convictipn of ,
tho m ﬂivﬂr-:m the apirit altogether. This
pe—no self-delusion. Time will show ehe
ph .-ﬁﬂhma:ﬁnn And be it noted,

B 4 —are but 3 gdrop in Yhe

L L

| process. It is the salt of
f’?' like & machine subject
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OWN waY. The society of the day ni;unda snmly-l_
in need of reconstruction. It seems to be on the
threshold of revolutionary changes. Whe can say
the Western Civilisation has not reached its elimax,
it giddy heights and the next stage—a glide thrmlgh
newer channel 2 Why not? The world’s hi
records ups and downs, the rise and fall of various
civilisations after centuries of domination. The cyecle
cannot be treated as at end.

* * ®

~'The question is—What is to be the hasis of Te-
fumhn:r-tmn ¢ It is a big and difficult question to
wer,~The answer must necessarily be in the

ans a
abstPiet—in outline only, the elaboration needing 1

_volumes. The basis, to be Mw,m abm‘x
be on the fundamentals of Love,

ity of the different elements of mankind, tmdlﬂ‘ the
fostering guidance of, and unquestioned submission to,
the Supreme Guiding Power of the universe, as aﬂfﬂ-ﬁ
cated by all revealed religions in their rnﬂ;u:e
These fundamentals must prevail, as also the m
of Man, the  Vicegerent ufﬂﬂdﬂhmﬂl b - D
Qur-in puts it. But the Divine * vicege 3
being hated and killed by the tim 14 :
hwman Ehﬂpﬂ Will the Creator look on? Nc
the creation ltsﬂlf'h to be amﬂﬂlmﬂ ;
* #.{ Tiigtl S i&
"l"lm ereation will not ang o L
Out of the present m:uin mlr
on the above yokis

tnnplrutmn,r.n& guidm
evolution nmﬂ """*fw”’ i

T4 ,*_

L



~ THOUGHTS FOR THE MORROW

~ Narrow nationalism and parochial patriotism  must
neads be supplanted by the loftier ideals of Inter-
nationalism, inspiring the nations to regard themselves
not as warring but as loving fragments of a composite
whole. Racialism must go—lock, stock and Dbarrel.
Equity and equality must come into prominent play.
This need not look like an idle dream. ‘‘God fulfils
Himself in many ways.” The apparent absurdity
may blossom forth into a full-fledged reality under the
magic tonch “and wonder-working Dispensation of

~ Providence. Even the darkest night hath its dawn.
That is Nature's Law. s

* * *
The world nesds Peace: Peace with God and

'Pma with Man. Paeace with God iz impossible witdout
w'ﬂh tothe Divine Will, and Peate®with
“tﬁu Wﬁ M‘ﬂﬁ'ﬁ"ﬂﬂ Dnij" through mutu: .1 love,

- and entente cordiale, pervading the® t:lmil
_ atmm*phm In other words, the Brotherhood of,
~ Mankind under the loving control of One Supreme Divi-
] mt.y l:qa.l.it be acknowledged all vonud, effectively and
- universally. Thmiﬁthnhu:ﬁan of Islam, as expoufided
rophet MB. and this was also, and aven
s, the messag ﬂfﬂw past and present Teachers
endowed with Divine Inspiration. Herein
w Hl?ﬂtmn of the world. ‘Rhis 38 the ©
- Lovers of Peace and Mﬂn]qnu
: Wﬁw Even the ﬂﬂ]‘]ﬂﬂ
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THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD
(BORN 12TH RABIF AL-AWWAL, 5 B.
20TH AUGUST 570 AQ)

By H. Sr. J. B. Parwy, 0w, 108 (Rem,)

We are assembled here to-day to celebrate one of
the most important eventsin the history of the world,
the birthday of the Prophet Muhsmmad, whose followers
comprige about a fifth of the population of the world
or, say, 250,000,000 living sonls # Sindehepmninimnd
his  divinely-inspired mission to the world at Makka
some 50 generations of mankind have passed across
the stage of this world inte the next and, if you
will consider for 8 moment what that means, vou will
realaze that more than 10,000 millions of human het .3
have'been born and have lived and died in the faith of

Islam which he preached. That is surely a stupendons
figurh 4%, . :
For me it is a great hunnﬁriui 13ve been invited
by the Muslim Society in Great Britain to dali U
address in celebration of this ﬂnwﬁmﬁjh is part = sk
cularly pleasing to me that I have been so honoured
because it was actually on the I"mphﬁg -
12 years ago that I made my first. entry into 3 '
and performed the rites of Tawsf and 8 swrih
" by the Prophet himself for what is kn :
or lesser pilgrimage. Tt was thus tha
of those many theusands of million Wl
walls in the Prophet's way, -
imperfectly.” “And I may add that g
into the fold of | : " nl
His Mgjesty King A hdul Ax;
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F
)
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.
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THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD

ever met has shown himself a more faithful and devoted
follower of the Prophet than King Ibn Sa‘ud who, as
the lawful guardian of Islam’s great Haramain, the
City of God and the City of the Prophet, seems to me
to have a better title than any other Islamic ruler to
ba regarded to-day as Khalifat al Rasul and Amir al
Muininin. He iz that in fact, as every pilegrim who
vigite Makka forthe pilgrimage knows full well. But
[slam 18 & democratic institution and King Ihn Sa‘ud
has often said in my hearing that he would be the very
first to offer to serve under any Muslim., however
humble he might be or even a slave, who might prove
himself ecapable of defending the rights of Islam against
- the many dangers which threaten it in an ever more
complicated world. ‘e
1 hawve referred to my own introduction to Islam
but I wonld like fo tell you that when T went to M: |.|~.'I-..=L
fﬂr the first time T had the strange sensation t-ﬂn 1t
was all very familiar to me as if T had seen it all before
—the Ka*ba itself and the place of Abraham. the great
Mosque and its surrounding hills, so famous in the
fl.'ll‘liﬂl‘j" ﬂfﬂlﬂ Prﬂphﬂh. It was all so familiar and it
1'._: did hﬂﬁ m to me f.hM’; allyﬂun,t_r was changed or
- cha I was just going back to something that
| tic hnw An fact it was the Prophet higiself
.i_ 'ﬂw]:nﬂ}' is in fact born in the true
nd 1t 1 nnll*y ].’I.‘IH pﬂﬂm‘hs t]‘mt teach him h...

._vﬁhorp can oply hﬂ ome
. ;_ sense. . People may
way or a @ go natru"_sr after this
; r that ; but in thesend
‘hhmg Arx King Thn
triiu Years before 1

frch W e
nonotheistic

JTIARELEdE

'-_-f"’



ISLAMIC REVIEW

religions of the world, whie i po far back hﬂ]”ﬂﬂﬂ *t-hE.
founders of Tslam. Christianity and Jewry to the
forerunner of them all, Abraham the Fnl.!nd of Gud
You must always remember that the Prophet Muhan-
mad never claimed to establish a new religion among
men but only to lead men back to the old pure religion
of Abraham—the Din 2l Hanifi—which had been
changed and perverted by succeeding generations
though twice in the interval revived and renewed by
the Prophets Moses and Jesns, Similarly, King Thn
Qa‘ud and the Walhabi doctrine. which he champions,
seek to lead men back to the pure fountain of Islam
as it was in the days of the Prophet Muhammad and
his Companions before the occurrence of any schisms,
agiinst which indeed the Prophet warned his followers
in dhe of his famous Sayings :  ** Qad iftarag al Yahuda -
fi wahid wa sab‘ina firqatan wa sataftariq hadhihi
‘0 mifena fi thalatha wa sab‘ina ﬁr@t&n k:lﬂluh ma
lil nar illa wahidatan.” His COMPaDN . astonished "-4-,'
at n statement so0 -.awﬂﬂpmg, ﬂﬂkﬂﬂ:"ﬂﬁnf "i“ﬂ'ﬁ ma -
hiva, ya Rasulalah ? " to which he hpﬁﬂl" “Kulln
man ‘ala ma ana ‘alaih wa ashi "(anj'unﬁﬂnfn“m'r- \
the way 1 follow and my C um‘pn.mnns] The wmng |
sects have been as much in evidence in Islam th eh *.'l'l-
the sue cecdingcenturies as m-'h“t:ymdmmm&mﬁ! v
But in Arabia to-day and at Makks, ﬂmw ! '
nlace of Islam and its Prophet, ﬂﬂu;a someth
of the unity and brotherhood of vhich t
- [‘rnphnt hlmaﬂlf bequeathed to ﬁ:l.#
last year nf has ]ifl. when for iil'ln irs
he pmrfnrmud the rﬁaﬂ of the p -. .-_*
pla.tg of ‘Arafat l‘llﬂ whﬁ!l,il'ﬁ he ¢ : !
o PR B b i
mﬂ;{hﬂ‘iﬁm . T,
of Ka'ba, ﬂw

-
*
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THE PROPHET MUHAM MAD

to the assembled pilgrims, he was inspired to utter
the Divine message which forms a famous verse in the
Qur-in : " To-day 1 have perfected unto vou your
faith.”” That was in the year 10 of the Hijra. corre-
sponding with the year 632 A.C., during which the
Prophet Muhammad, having completed his mission

on earth, died at the age of 62, or 64 according to the
lunar reckoning which is the basis of the Muslim calen-
dar. But we are here to-day to celebrate not the day

of the Prophet’s death but, that of his birth, which is
generally accepted as having taken place at Makka

on Aungust 29th, 570 A .C.. orthe 12th ofthelunarmonth

of Rabi® al Awwal of that year. It-may be of interest

to note that the last occasion when the 12th of Rabisgl
Awwal fell on the 29th of Augnst, it was in the year
1928, 14 years ago.

When you come to think of it the world into #fch
the Prophet Muhammad was born and in which he
lived bears a remarkable resemblance to our world of
fﬂhﬂlﬁ]ﬂ" It was a world of war and rumours of war.
It was a world in which two great empires were -
Fhw with each ﬂﬁhﬂl‘ : in which two VEry dlffﬂrﬂlt
gl 1es were striving for mastery, sometimes under
.ﬂlﬂﬂﬂndxhunn of an uneasy peace and at other times in
g E battle. And. to pursue the parallel still further, °
Mhn ﬁhrpugh almost surrounded by warring nat long,
eld aloof from the actual conflict, watching the two
great giant L in m:fa and totally unaware of the »
- awaitec | her in due coursé “when she

ﬁng ﬁlﬁﬂp and shatter lmtrh those
5 to ¢ foundations. No .&rah
latter part of thn G6th century A.C, could
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Arvabin was a weak and divided nation, whose ngﬁ]m._

tion was for the most part pagan with important Jewish '
and Christian elements. And like all weak nations
Arabia found her territories encroached upon by her
more powerful neighbours. There was  Persian
escroachment in Iraq and Byzantine eneroachment in
Svria amnd Palestine. But from the Arab ]u:-in-t of view

the greatest danger lay in 8. W. Arabia—the Yaman— \
which had been in foreign oceupation for about halfa
century. And then the occupyving power was an ally Y
of the Roman Emperor. Curipus as it may now seem,
that ally was Abyssinia, which sent viceroys and armies
across the Red Sea to rule and garrison the country.
Naturally in these circumstances the general tendency
of feeling in Arabia was in the direction of hostility

towards the Roman Eulpire as an actual and potential 4
aghessor and it was Persia which sent help to ﬂm
Arabs. And this cause of friction was mﬂunpﬁ
economic circumstances for. as long as ﬂhﬂq&tﬁﬁ‘ &i-_ "
trolled the famous spice road from S. Arabia to Palestine
amd, Syria, it could not be safely used bjr the Romans ‘.f
and their Abyssinian allies, To change this lmfl-?m"
able position the Abyssinian general, Abraha, H
expelition azainst Makka, the pu]iﬁiw o .......- ia
capital of pagan Arabia, in thum ; and it
el

was in that year in a cit.y threate
“and 1‘11.'-51.“]'“!,'11:-1#:1 by superior m '_ -,#ﬂ:a;- “
Bropliet Muhlmmﬂ.d was born. The situ
well nigh dhﬁperth, for thm:. -arn J"‘*
#nd the othér tribes umiﬂ. : t
lwn.mﬂt much less to defe
WHich was not only lasge
the ﬂ:.hmnt-n.gunf o f
the Arabs wi-ﬁh_
w'eapnu wﬁ!‘m

W



THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD

i_ﬁ of {:ﬂ‘jlﬁiﬂt‘.rﬂ]‘l]{‘- imterezt to note that in the E'Il'-l"'EE'th-
war the Japanese are using elephants in their operations
in the mountainous parts of Burma where tanks and
armonrerd cars eannot easily operate. It 1s, however,
a remarkable fact that the route by which Abraha’s
army with its elephants came up from the Yaman
against Makka happens to be the only practicable
route through those lofty and rugged mountains for
motor-traffic to-day. I have travelled the whole of
its length from Makka to the Yaman frontier by car,
and it is still known to the Arabs of that country as
the Darb al Fil or the route of the elephant. Abraha’s
formidable army seems to have reached a point within
sight of the low hills of Makka itself ; and it must have
seemerd to the inhabitants of thE city that nothin®but
nrtmrﬁﬂa could save them from defeat ﬂ.ud enslavement,
Tt was at this last moment that a miracle ac wcpually
occurrred. It took the form of an aerial bombhrdment
of the huge Abyssinian army, which broke and fled
owing to the stampeding of the elephants in their
midst. So their new weapon broke, as it were, in_their
hﬂ-nds and Makka was saved. And naturally. Bs you
.m]’ uﬂaﬁhﬁ the miracle that had saved it was the
' k of Lﬁhﬂ’hﬁbﬂn for years afterwards. The boy,
tha -.'-"-, Hh&grﬂw up, must have heard the atm";.
- agan fﬂ'ﬂmhiﬂ aldﬁj:a and it fell to him in
TP lldiﬁ‘lﬂ'm memory of this acteof
ﬂﬁahmah of generstions upon
he famous ,ogd beattif]
‘a8 the, E'h&p'l:er of the

o

&
Y
-
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military might alone is not the final arbiter of hwman
destinies and how virtue and right may triumph over
evilif it be the will of God. And in his journeys, as he
orew older, he must often have heard rumounrs of the
somine war between the Roman and Persian Empires.
In Arabia news travels fast and doubtless often in the
bazaars of Damascus or Bosra or Philadelphia (*Amman)
Le must have listened with bated breath to the latest
news from the front. He must have been impressed
by the great show of w ealth and strength in the Roman
provinces of those days, but he may also have heard
guarded suggestions that the great Roman Empire
was no longer what it used to be in the good old days.
The local governors and officials and military chiefs
Lhad® become slack and inefficient and perhaps a little
proud and ov n*rh{m.llnﬂ in their attitude towards the
(% .qu,wqm'l:tnnnrt After all the Roman Empire was
the Roman Empire, and any Roman was as ggqi,l
eten men of any other nutmuaht}'—a:uﬂ that was g
enough for anybody. Yet the Arahs Mﬂxﬁ ; :
mercjal and other contacts with Traq where the "1'1""-':'"'_..;-;' 3
FEmpire was piling up its armaments for lulm._ '
with Rome, And some of them IIIH-JT Wﬂ W
dered whether the Romans were tnkmg r
enouzle to meet the threat that ‘W'.IE
ihem. And then atlast came the actt 1 '
a1 unbelievable news Hasth h ”*
1|rITr=-| s a*severe defeat and W {
the "-'-" s B08.to 6189 AC. thﬂ.-
the whole of the Far Eaaﬁam
Empire—sAnatolia, Ejrnl,
on el that the:
the events with indi
a ereat shock to i"lﬂ'li sody y, b
melinntion n.mlng ‘?" b
Empire wuu]d

-lll-

'--:-uL ) "”t
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case it was generally thought that its economic and
military resources were so much greater than those of
the enemy that. if it could hold out until it was ready

to launch a counter-offensive. it was bound to win in
thelong run.  Andin fact it took the Emperor Heraclius

13 vears after his accession to create the nucleus of a
new military power with which to take the offensive in
623, though things went well enough after that and the
eventual peace restored the old Roman frontiers about

8 or 9 vears later. Well. ladies and gentlemen, you
will have realized by now how close a parallel there is
between the situation of that time and the situation
through which we are living at the present moment.
And you may even be thinking that I have been ro-
mancing or painting a highly fanciful picture of Yhe
f" position in those far off distant days—=ay about 1.320
~ wears ago. Fortunately. 1 am able to show yeouahat
mny deseription 12 exactly acecurate, for the 131'{':—].}].!_‘1

" Muhammad. who was the greatest thinker of his time,
was a close and interested observer of these events

~ and has left a record for the henefit of all posterity of
= the impression left upon him and his contemporaries
i -’ﬁz ﬂ.\a ﬂagﬂ}r of this great defeat of the Roman
~ legions. Itisagain contained in one of the most famous
wapters of the Qur-in, entitled the Chapter of the

"_ .

d _w {fu’l-i_u—]. from which I take the liberty n{
g 1@ -‘fﬁﬁ'wgﬂrﬂﬂﬂ- S
' he 'tmﬂpﬂ:h of tahma who have not TJFPH H:hlu.h

:Eaﬁtg:a upon a free*translation as
.'i.ﬂi 1% L.' | -

L "; 'ﬂafeatﬂi not far Tresy
&nfaﬂ-t trhay will yet

g m mm:uﬂg a{' those beadtiful and_

]
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rejoice in the victory, for God gives ﬂﬂtﬁjﬁﬁ
whom He wills, and Heis the Mighty, the Hﬁ:l!ﬂ;-
ful. God has promised and God does not
gainsay His promise ; but most people do not
understand ; they nnderstand the outward form
of this worldly life, but of the Hereafter they 1
are ignorant. Or, perhaps, they do not reflect e
in their hearts that God did not create the _“i
henvens and the earth and all that there 18
hetween them except in  justice and with
appointed end. Yet many people deny the
certainty of their meeting with their Lord.
Or, perhaps, they do not travel sbout in the
world or study the fate of these that were
before them—greater than themselves in power.
people who developed the world and cultivated
‘e, it more than they themselves have dﬁnm Yat .-
"when their prophets came to them W '
T sipns—verily it was not God M
them, but it was they that o pres _
. selves. Then regard the fate of ﬂ!ﬂﬂl*ﬂlﬁ ._
evil and denied the signs of ﬁﬂ -pn&
made fun of them . . . ,
As you see, these verses ﬂﬂnﬁamglﬂﬁ-
» prehemsive comment on the mﬂlmyg--p
very much the same sort of comm ',' .
#Fday in the optimistic Bpiauﬂ:lﬂ tf
Ja bire bulletins of the B. BJ} —t
A wurnmg,ln vm:r Serious we I,
going complace 3 20
of those ﬂﬂj’ﬁﬂﬁiﬁ gf,
der=1i0 one conld oon

collapse of the Re o '__
Was lgrmtm B
anybne can mowadays
Rt mnﬂht fehs

’
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in faet we know that the Roman Empire was at that
faime past its zenith and on the way to its decline and
fall. And now in our time the disasters we have
suffered in the Far East should be a warning to us to
mend our ways before it is too late. It is generally
admitted now that there have been serious flaws in
our Eastern policy during the past few decades, And
it 18 now recognized that what has been wrong must
be put right if we want the British Empire to survive,
I do not wish to press the parallel between the Roman
and British Empires too far, but 1 would ask you to
realize that a very large part of the Islamic world is
involved in what is happening now. The result of the
present war is of very great concern to all Muslims.
And to-day’s great anniversary of Islam. the hil‘:?hdm'
of its Prnph&t-. falls to be celebrated in a time of great
tronble, which must indeed force the peoples @2 Islam
to wonder what is in store for them in the future. It
. is important for you to realize that all the independeiit
. Btates of Islam to-day are maintaining an attitude of
neutrality tatw:a::da the war— Turkey. Egypt,. Iraq,
ersis, Afghanistan, SBa‘udi Arabia and the Yaman.
,,{I countries like Syria, Palestine, Trans-
Euﬂ.un and the Persian Gulf principalities
nvo i d in the war as vassals of the Great* Powers.
nANY Muslim soldiers, as you know, are ﬁghtmb
1‘.]1@ side of soldiers of ot hor religions in Phis
] ﬂf the Great Powers— Great fBTjtun.
'M And milliods of Musli
d, as a result of the war, under t-lm
Igﬁ word, the positidn of Islam
BpPY ‘i!un. Islam is surromnded
! m if Inlnm were
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one group of (ireat Powers or passing under the ﬂntm.ﬂ':
tion of another group. And it may be stated as &
fact that, neither of these alternatives being attractive,
the main aim of all the Islamic communities of the
world is to achieve effectively that status of real in-
" dependence, which has by implication heen declared to
be their right in the Atlantic Charter of last August. "3 .%
That, T think you will agree, is the aim of Islam s
as 8 whole. And, if you will go back in your thoughts ]
to the time of the Prophet and particularly to that ‘
last pilgrimage of the tenth year of the Hijra, when he .
vealized that the days of his mission were drawing to

a close for he had only three months of life left to him _‘::
at thﬁ_ time and he had a presentiment that the end : __F'

was near, yvou will understand that his last public act,
his last service to his people, was the premulgation of
an Isl%mjc Charter—a charter of freedom for all time

under the blessing of God. He had Mﬁuﬂﬂ; sent out Uﬁ
the first of the great Muslim armies which were aﬂhﬂdﬂf

to vindicate that freedom against the twe aﬁmngut
Powers of the world, but he was not spared to ﬂiﬂ ﬂIO'
astonishing results they achieved.

For many centuries after that Islam :ﬂnumrhad n
an imperial power on the solid foundation Qf &g
ifleal of ¥ervice to God and man. But f'.hﬂ se s _' 1
divisions of Islam in Tat }‘ahm:amen source of
welkness, which in the dmruptﬂd the
munity” and placed many sections of i'lr“
domination of more "i'!gumu‘i fm‘mgl:l powe
own time we have seen the ﬂﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂ.ﬁﬁnﬂﬁ' |
rremt Turkish Emplrh, and 'Iﬁ | —l'.'ﬁl'* [ '- 7141
havdTelt that l'ﬂn.m as n pﬂ 100 i
was dead.  Yet it was not . Hd:,,
Turkish Empire afose a w piri
in flie rise of o Il‘l-lam.llﬂ’ )
the re;m.;annﬂ
o7 Rk i SR

"l.'
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- Turkey and Persia. Egypt and Afghanistan, Sa‘udi
Arabia and the Yaman—and, perhaps, we can soon
include the Islamic State of India. known as Pakistan
stand forth as young but vigorous nations of whose
future one need not despair. None of them can yet
be regarded as potential Great Powers, but with 250
millions of Muslims in the world there is no reason to
suppose that some day a Great Power will not rise out
of them to give Islam as a whole its popular place in
the political and social counsels of the world * But
the first thing necessary i= that Islam should concen-
trate on the difficult task of achieving unity of purpose,
as 1t in fact concentrates on the unswerving belief in’
the unity of God. With unity Islam has nothing to
fear, but the Prophet, whose hirthday we celebrate
to-day, warned Islam of the dangers of dispersion and
~its consequences,

-

That to my mind is always the H'I:I[I‘I'*Ill..l. factor,
. the supreme. lesson of Islam—the paramount necesgity
i nf % as 8 source of strength, It is all the more
~ hecessary hIﬂ. fchﬂiﬂt dnngarnus times thlnup,h 1.1.]L1|,i| we

Fommunity of Mlﬁhmﬁ
2 '_tﬂﬂ in the aims *Sad
“yvou will find Lhﬂt\zt

p to you for consideriition
_ f}o‘f Muslims of Great Britaim
.‘ by ngd by thes Prophet
i : :'ﬁi oy f,.’hly expect sicle—gity
50 millior nfumhma auntturud
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all over the world. That then is the problem which - 9
I would ask you particularly to consider in connection ;
with our celebrations of the birthday of the great -
Prophet of Islam, To those of vou here who are not -1
Muslims I wonld say this that it is abzolutely contrary '
to the principles and precepts of Islam that any Muslim f
should want to live under foreign rule. I would agk =
you, therefore, to realize the simple fact that every | h f:..
Islamic community or State desires independence and
1s still far from convinced that ite independence js
included in the war-aims of any warring Powers. At
Jthe same time T avonld say to the Muslims lere, and
indeed to Muslims all over the world. that unless they
can achieve unity among themselves they will neither
be worthy of such independence nor able to use such
independence for the benefit of Islam or of the world
in gmL_a.l
I ant convineed that a great fntm%ﬂlhl!]ﬂm
the new world, which will comse into | 2l his
war and which will be very different flfﬂ'ih th W Id
world which we have now almost fﬂrgnﬂm. M
l‘-"'i-'i...]'}"t hing depends on the afforte we umﬂmmhﬁfi 1
create such a new world,. We must nﬂtfmﬁ ‘
during the last World War we wrmf.ruly
everything would he ) mil fm- ﬂm
But ~wve now know i
regeszid, During the | entv yvears th
niﬁhi.ﬂg but discontent #¥Y re 85 A
warsh than qn]rﬂmlg the world has ever
—ie dark ages, _&:ﬂ,ﬁhﬁ nﬂ

trophe more frightfil than t}
he said that * ﬂ'lﬂ M .,
worse than the first.” S e : $5 okl BBl
that sort of sethack does "ﬁ" isnth
present; Pﬂﬁﬂsﬂ\
:lfihﬂmmm ho princinle
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has a great part to play in hringing the world back to
sanity some day.

In conclusion T would just like to say a few words
about the basic idea of Islam. The word Islam is
gonerally understood as signifying * peace’ or
~rasignation to the will of God.”” In my opinion.
however. if I may venture to express it in the presence
of many better qualified to express an opinion than
I am, these meanings are secondary or derivative
meanings of the word. After all the word is. as you
all know, an Arabic word derived from the root SLM,
the basie idea of which seems to me to be safety or
salvation—in the strictest ecclesiastical sense, salvation
from hell-fire, but in general. salvation from danger or
misfortune. And you must remember that in "Fhe
strictest Muslim sense such salvation depends entirely
on the will of God. In trving to understand_guch
words one must consider their significance “in the
countries where they still form part of the COmmon -

_langungu In ordinary conversation or in an exchange

m the Arab will say < Allah yasallimyk,”
meanir ;gﬂfll'if“l g give you peace,”” but * God save
_you |t J"ﬂiﬂﬁ ¢ither meaning would of course
: hink that ** Assalavi
you.”" Hene the
wiously one's pffce
n an Arab stumbies
companion mﬂ-u“‘
Teaning * May }ruu"li
- May _you be at peace.
" # you on business or
'Eu‘m what he vemeabs,
nk .'H‘"H" ag we do in
s context
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i Muu.hm he will not ansawer mm[:r]jr “Yas, hnt ‘e
will say “‘ Insha-Allah " ‘meaning “Yes, 1 am saved
if (God wills.,”  Such an answer obviously can have no
reference to the iden of peace. 1 put it to you therefore
that the prime idea of Tslam is salvation. And I put
it to vou also that, great as may he the world's nead
of peace in these troubled times, it is mue h more in
need of salvation from the consequences of its folly .
and wickedness. And to achieve that it must to a
great extent turn away from the material implications ﬂ
of Western (so-called) civilization andgo back to some-
~a. thing like the old codes of morality and humsmty =
which, as we are rather inclined to forget, came to us e
originally from * the wise men of the East.” In the
Faet they are still observed to a comsiderable extent
in spite of the corrupting influences of the West. We
people of the West are rather inclined to regard the
peoplet of the Fast as ﬂun.ple-nnmllﬂ apﬂ p:}ml,n-m.:..' g
. folk becaunse they take their n serion O SR
" that is surely very far from hl!ﬂlg Wﬂiﬁhm
West has a great deal to learn from countries I
Arabia in the matter of reconciling the amﬂam .' -}
our daily life withtle requirements of the mmﬂ h
we profess to folloar Islam at nny mtl:
. mla.ml_,lj' rl«!TIILEI'Lﬂ'Q,'l chan R |
nf--m,~f inconvenieng
Eae its code 15 base
of human,
“Thut is praob ly
=inspired. the Prophet ammad himsal

to be atn}"ﬂ'lmg‘ Hllf n Hr ;,'- being
maokind  ** Ana -’mw
("1 am a human Eﬂ“ i elv
note I will ﬂl{iﬂ.ﬂ- We coleb to-ds
of th& hurth #ﬂ' --'3 reate




~ FROM THE CROSS TO THE CRESCENT

very large section of humanity through the ages. And
the burden, the outstanding motif of that message, is
Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth peace, good-
will toward men—peace through salvation. And when
I say that T would ask you to realize that the Prophet
Muhammad was not a pacifist. As I have told you
almost his last act was to send out an army to fight
for peace and freedom.

FROM THE CROSS TO THE CRESCENT

THE CLANGING BELLS OF THE CHRISTIAN
| CHURCH

By ABpur Razzague SELLIAH
[ﬂmﬁinumifmm page 388 of the last issue.)

Humanity has generally two ways of responding to
~ certain actions ; either individ u&llv or collectively,
When a man nndertnken anythig
ance with th e nature nfﬂm sey

i, he does so in accord-
fﬂm‘l‘- summeoens hint to
Y O country
Iy, because
u.]m‘mlnp and
I the Lmﬂ,—af
(-mtﬂul'l:*rntlfu.]-
ma vhigh makesy,
ntmn‘\?ﬂ
of o1 far his pmteetm&'
t W'&hu man to thinking,
' -'r. ® hat unless he answeng_it,
__t':_f g}mnm of hm nwn-
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offered to make me °° Remember to keep holy the
Sabbath day.”” But there was nothing to make me
deeply think as to why it is essential for me to
observe this. Besides, how many of the Christians
are keeping the * Sabbath holy " nowadays 2 For
them the Sabbath day is the select day, for motoring,
golfing, picnicing, dancing, merry-making, cinema-
going, ete,, and the lamentable sight of the *‘ vacant
pews and empty benches ”” as the answer to this
call of prayer and worship. Looking at it from
another point of view, one could hear the clanging of
the church bells from their belfries telling the faithful
that the time for worship has come. But what real
“urge "’ could these bells convey to the minds of the

Sw#thful to hasten to prayer ¢ Practically nothing. I

have known many a man and woman grumble when
they hear the ringing of the bells on a Sunday morning.
Té th®m it is a day of rest which they wish to spend
in perfect independence and to follow their own pro-
grammes, unhampered by anybody. They would desire
to _have a longer sleep, and do things in their own
swedt way ; but the nging of these bells only makes
them more ex; AR to say, " What a nuisance !

even on a BIH\H:HI rogn’t do what we like, and lwﬂ!r

to attend MassN #; pnna our own hklngﬂl"
ﬂ'-wﬂfe use of atge!

<==hen yvou feel t

E&".&'_

a. task mpasu& npai; m
“urself to the church, simply fo
'Iﬁe ﬂﬂk(‘ of pleasi, - priests, or to :_-'_:!” he, ‘;r !
" pany of fmup]e YO w— uqnd- t;ﬂ__# s ¢

church * This half-heal‘tﬂ&nm{#u
l:l_______‘i.bhﬂ.t-h day is due to the
does not find anything tﬂin;t. M

go for worship for more
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not convey to him the importance of praver and
worship. He gets used to his negligence and indif-
ference to church matters. and naturally the idea
of getting up on a Sunday morning is, to say the
least, * most disgusting and hence worship to him is a
matter of secondary importance.”” He has to meet
a number of friends, perhaps to go for an enjovable
sea-bath, or a more romantic ramble with some
““friend,” or betake himself to a club for a game of
cards, and so many other things which he finds nearer
to his heart than answering the ringing of the church
bells. This is all due to the ** Call to Prayer ™ having
no significance in it, having nothing to make him realize
his obligations to his Creator. and to the failure to
understand the sense, if there be any, in the thlmﬂf‘ﬁ_ :
of the church bells. 2
THE AZAN, OR THE MUSLIM CALL TO PR
Now contrast this with the Muslim Call to P rayer.
Consider the words that are echoing from the Muezzip,
or summoner to prayer, which is resounded ‘five times
. & day from the minarets of t Inos ques all the warld
'. m Enﬁhnndﬂﬂry word thmd
fﬂt wt' and the '.
1 ‘?ﬁ it. When the w
M ﬂm dark sky is

tters bears some
ez that he must

2 pﬁrfurnu 18

?mce the Uni"l?
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4. Come to Prayer. Come to Frayer.

5 Come to Success. Come to Success.

6. Prayer is better than sleep.

= Allah is the Greatest. Allah is the Greatest.
8. There is no God but Allah.

Being roused by the Muezzin's call to prayer
the pious Muslim awakes and hears that God 18 the
Greatest. He is immediately brought te aftention
by these true and solemn words and ponders on Him
that protected him overnight, and granted him lfe
to see the dawn of another day. Refreshed from his
sleep he thanks (iod for His mercies, and affirms that
Allah is One and the Holy Prophet His Messenger., In
this frame of mind The hears the words, * Come to
Jayer, Come to Success.” These words convince
him that to gain success in this world and the next, he

. wﬂp]uuu]t prayer and worship. It also tells him
¥t Praver is better than sleep, and so he has to worship
his Creator if he is to get His blessings. This BW -
pmph&m-aed by the words that there is no God but
Allah. Further, he kyows that it is not the mmh
who'is really ealling to prayer and worship, hﬂ‘-ﬁiﬁ, -
is God Himgsd™ i summons  him in His %’»
Mercy -t 5k 'Mub 4:f Salvation. m
_t;‘;‘i;Euu] sincergl L refuse to hm
irre@ution of 1 YRNEINCy 2 ’F' ﬂn& nd sed

=zotite the perfell & florc e ]
--h“u hw:lls that
ﬁi—'{ﬁ \.ﬂt tg find eve

“Tespect aml .ﬂHEWEI‘E —Ron Or
On the other hand, you 'ml] m
1..|=.:_-—;‘ﬂlrt n & rogue in I_q,]a,m. . va hi
respect due to the Mnalm
ceuld note thutrue mnificance
faot is that tfimmn;n. W
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FROM THE CROSS TO THE CRESCENT
leave aside for the moment the cares of the world and
betake themselves to the worship of God Who has been
Mereiful and Kind to give them the life to enjoy His
blessings on earth ; and as a token of their gratitude
they offer the worship due unto Him by answering
His Call to Prayer and worship five times a d: ay. Snach
@ spontaneous response to worship, in my experience, is
nowhere else to be found, let alone the Roman Cathlolic
Church. Man being as forgetful a creature as most
things in the world, the Lov ing Creator in His great
Merey reminds him and recalls him to a duty through
the medium of the Azan and thus helps him on to
attain the goal of Salvation which is prepared tor -
him. Personally speaking, this loving inv itation
remindgs me of the sweet words of Christ who—t i
“Come unto me all ye that labour and are Lirdened
and I will refresh you,” meaning thereby riu_.""m
who would come unto him. to- them would he "ﬁhm\ -
the path whereby they should attain succegs threugh
prayer and worship, which is no other than that which
‘the Azan proclaims in Islags Tr.- unburden O1E Woes ,

dness '-I]-P-:'m:-:e

becasue P
- to

» has dei

‘e il ff’. rist, iﬁ’am
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betook himself to the wilderness where he was tempted
by the devil at the end of a forty-days fast. To quote
the text: “ And immediately (after his baptism) .
the spirit driveth him into the wilderness. And he was
there in the wilderness forty days tempted of Satan.”
(Mark. 1. 12. 13.) This teaching of the Church that
Jesus was subjected to the machinations and
temptations of Satan was indeed a strange revelation
to me. 1 was taught that Jesus was the Son of God,
nay the very Living God Himself, who for the sake of
humanity incarnated himself, and came into this world

L]

+0 redeem mankind from Sin, How 1t was ever

possible  for Satan to have an access to His
precinets at all, whatever shape God may have assumed, g

Wt also been a matter of perplexity to me. When _,‘

we speak of God, and when we speak of Satan we

¢ mederstand that a great and eternal gulf separates ,

N fhe one from the other God. as we know. is the perfection 3

.,\ "'I.‘hl:t-. la il 1.!", Ih b ::‘ 1
-:ﬂ-r af the Hnr L

= tm&. ard- when g .‘i‘

L
|

\[EH:H a,r mit. Bu

of sverything that is Holy and Divine ; Satan, on the
othér h ﬂ'ni is a combination of all the evils that exist.
This «listinction is, so to'say, the hallmark of a religion.
It must alse be hnrr ind that Satan was btmsliad
Trom His Hely el Yroever and HB"HT pBIIIl.I
Lo come withirs ‘ = : ...'- 'I].Eh Iaﬂ.ﬂ l}ﬂm {IE ;

f!]]n‘! he Holv €

lmu-u red =TLtke. iv:

Lnke alsé supports the staten nent
infThe wilderness and hawvi

f’ant the devil approaches hi
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this ﬁt tha% 1t .
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being thus tempted by Satan to change a piece of stone
into bread! Is it not the height of absurdity, when
the Chureh tries to convince us of the possibility of an
approach by Satan unto God ? In what conceivable
position of holiness and power do they esteem his
Divimty ? It mawv be argued that God would have
suffered 1t to be so. But why in the light of rational
nnderstanding shounld He put Himself in such an
inexplicable position ? If this is suggested to be
one of the mysteries, where is the possibility for its
existence ? It i1s evident that such an incident can
never be permissible, if we are to hold that Divinity is,
above temptation. These are not matters to be just
painted off, as we would wish. On the contrary there
18 a different paint for everything ; and it is bestafer
put a round man into a round hole, and a square man
into a square hole, and not to make a mess oL S
by trying to change one into the other, for thew it~ -_f,
would give all the trouble to the world. B pup i»
briefly I would only say that it was impnssihhhm irmep;
this as true. Reading a few passages further on, wg find
an whispering to him : “JFthau be the Son 6f God,

- . | ll.._'-i‘:; ﬂj % For-
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could only be the outcome of his relation to God asan
earthly mortal. X ] *"E

Prior to the foregone incident, we see that the
devil taking him to a high mountain and showing
him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, !

says to him:* . . . All this power will I mve thee,
and the glory of them. . . . If thoun wilt therefore ,

worship me, all shall be thine.” (Luke. iv. 5. 6. 7.) =
This is nndoubtedly the peak of Batan’s temptation. T :
could not believe my own eves when these words =
encountered nry sight. T was aghast to think that Ged
could ever be subject to the humiliation of being carried
hither and thither by Satan and finally being asked
to worship him (Satan), Ged, the Supreme Being,
#®roator, the most Holy of holies of everything that
* there is in this world, is supposed to have been asked by =
‘hfn worship him, for the paltry present Qfﬂ!'ﬂ .
whele ®orld with its kingdoms, which He F e
-'ﬂrnugl'ﬁr'ntu existence, along with this T‘i]& --~-?‘E'.3; " ;.
*Saten. £t is the Jesus of such like :ﬂhﬂiﬂﬁﬂ M’ﬁﬁ
Catholic Church makes bold to present to. the w
as the Living Gﬂ-d p# ¥ humanity. T umﬂli
-awallowed .l.lnt % “dia hﬂhﬂl’ U FEesT! " hr y
the Church, & E'F we - L‘Imﬁiﬂlﬂﬂﬂh T P
45 theg Univers 4l Bl nrm»
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