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Abstract

This thesis is entitled “Social Issues in the Novels of Naguib Mahfouz.

(Al-Qahira-al Jadeedah- Khan al Khalili- Al-lis-so wal Kilab)”

Naguib Mahfouz is one of the pioneering personalities of the
Egyptian soil who contributed a lot in the field of Arabic literature,
specially his contribution in the field of novel is considered to be
master piece of Arabic Literature. He was born in 1911 and grew up in
Gamaliyya, a traditional-rich section of historical Cairo. Mahfouz
‘career began in the late 30° with the publication of his collection of
short stories, (The Whisper of Madness, 1938) and a historical trilogy
that dramatizes events and characters from ancient Egyptian history.
The second and far more crucial phase of Mahfouz’s literary career
begins with the publication of his novel ‘New Cairo’ in 1945. As its title
suggests, the focus in this novel shifts to contemporary life in modern
Egypt. Between 1945 and 1957, Mahfouz published seven more novels,
all of which were written in the style of social realism. The crowning
achievement of this phase and perhaps of his career is the three novels
which make up ‘The Cairo Trilogy, which he wrote before the 1952
Revolution, but did not publish until 1956/57.

This thesis is divided into three chapters with a preface bearing

the main issues and each has some sections and sub sections.



The first chapter consists of three sections. The first section of this
chapter discusses the political, social and economic condition of Egypt
in the age which Naguib Mahfouz was born, besides mentioning about

French and British attack and imperialism.

The second section throws light on literary, reform movements
and cultural activities and development; the role of journalism and
education, the instrument of printing and publication; art of stories and

novel.

The third section deals with economic crisis, joblessness, poverty,

immorality and crimes of every sort in the society.

The second chapter highlights the literary contribution of Naguib
Mahfouz, specially his contribution to the development of Arabic

Novel. The chapter comprises three sections.

The first section revolves around the life and personality of Naguib
Mahfouz referring to his family background, social status, religious
atmosphere, academic pursuit, literary genre. The sources of
information and knowledge that he obtained for moulding his literary

career also have been described in details.

The second section relates to the diversity in the work of Naguib
Mahfouz, as his works in various fields sach as historical, social

philosophical and other trends of Arabic literature and women issues.



The styles of his writing, and characteristics of the language have been

mentioned briefly.

The third section deals with social issues mentioned in his novels—

Al-Qahira al Jadeedah, Khan al Khalili and Al-lis-so wal Kilab.

The Third and final Chapter is dedicated to ‘an analytical study of
three famous novels—Al-Qahira al Jadeedah, Khan al Khalili and Al-lis-

so wal Kilab authored by him. It has been divided into three sections.

In the first section the book Al-Qahira al Jadeedah penned down
by him has been analytically studied. The introduction of novel, the
story, social condition of the Egypt and the status of women in the

Egyptian society has been spelt out in this section.

The second section of this chapter relates to his novel ‘Khan al
Kahlili’. The story of a family that shifts from Sakakini to Khan al Kahlili

because of the First World War.

The economic condition of this family, love, inclination of the hero
of the story towards a girl and his failure in the love, the and other

social issues and the status of women have been critically studied.

The third section goes along the introduction of the novel, Al-liso
wal Kilab’. How the hero of this story was treated badly, deceived and
cheated by the people in the society and even near and dear ones—
wife and friends etc. all the aspects of the then Egyptian Society and

status of women have been analytically studied.



Thus the final chapter highlights the analytical study of the three

novels.

Thus the final chapter runs as a conclusion lighting an analiytical

study of the three novels as a whole.

Through this chapter, attention has been paid to the style and

trend of his writings, its characteristics, methods and the language.

In this work | have tried my level best to make it as an original and

feasible research for which | have left no stone unturned for its quality.

Md Fozail

Date:
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