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6. The Delhi government on Wednesday ordered a ban on app-based taxi services
in the city. According to the new announcement, only cabs bearing registration
numbers of Delhi will be allowed to ply in the city, news reports said. The
decision was taken after the Supreme Court asked the Delhi government to
consider banning app-based taxis in the national capital as a means to control air
pollution.

The apex court also asked the government to come up with alternative measures
to reduce vehicular pollution.

7. According to a statement by the Delhi Police “37 male suspects have been
questioned at premises; 9 female suspects have been questioned at their
respective places of stay.” Thirty locations connected with the portal and its
journalists were searched by the Delhi Police Special Cell today. Among those

Page 2 of 4



questioned were journalists Urmilesh, Aunindyo Chakravarty, Abhisar Sharma,
Paranjoy Guha Thakurta as well as historian Sohail Hashmi.

. U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken wrapped up a gruelling West Asia
diplomatic tour on Monday in Turkey after only limited success in efforts to
forge a regional consensus on how best to ease civilian suffering in Gaza as
Israel intensifies its war against hamas.

“All of this is a work in progress,” Mr. Blinken said before leaving Turkey. We
don’t obviously agree on everything, but there are common views on some of
the imperatives of the moment that we’re working together.

. More than 10 hours into the counting, trends have showed a clear edge for the
BJP in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh while the Congress is left
with just Telangana win. With this, the party has asserted its presence in three
large states in northern India, in what is also called the ‘Hindi heartland’. As the
BJP cruises towards victory in the three states of Hindi heartland, Prime

Minister Narendra has thanked the people for their “unwavering support.”
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12.

13.

14.

After the Congress condemned the raids and questioning of journalists in the
alleged NewsClick portal funding case, the BJP said that the party should not
“preach about free speech and freedom of press.”

“Congress preaching about the press is like Satan preaching about scriptures,”
BJP national spokesperson Shehzad Poonawalla said.

Poonawalla said the law will take its course in the Newsclick funding case and
raked up the imposition of Emergency by Congress to slam the opposition
party for coming out in support of the news portal.

In a statement, the CPI(M) politburo pointed out that the raids were carried out
on the basis of a FIR that invokes several sections of the draconian Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act (UAPA).

A woman and her son were killed after being hit by tractor in UP's Fatehpur.

The accident happened on Saturday evening near Salemabad village, killing
Nirmala and her son Mahendra Pal (26), Hussainganj Station House Officer
Rajendra Singh said.

Mahendra worked as an electrician in the Railway Department at Anuppur,
Bilaspur. His wedding was scheduled to take place on December 7. The duo
was returning after wedding shopping when this accident took place, police
said.

While Nirmala died on the spot, Mahendra succumbed while he was being
taken to Kanpur in critical condition, the SHO said.

The tractor driver fled with the vehicle after the accident. Efforts are on to nab
him, SHO Singh said.

The counting of votes in three out of four states on Sunday showed that less
than one per cent of the voters exercised the 'none of the above' (NOTA) option
in the just-concluded assembly polls, according to the election commission.

Assembly polls were conducted in five states and while the counting of votes
in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and Telangana was held on
Sunday, votes will be counted in Mizoram on Monday.

In Madhya Pradesh, 0.99 per cent of the voters went for the NOTA option out
of total voter turnout of 77.15 per cent. In neighbouring Chhattisgarh, 1.29 per
cent of the electors pressed the NOTA button. Here, the voter turnout was 76.3
per cent.

In Telangana, 0.74 per cent of the electors opted for NOTA. The state
registered 71.14 per cent of voter turnout.

Similarly, in Rajasthan 0.96 per cent of the voters exercised the NOTA option.
It had recorded 74.62 per cent turnout.
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