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The slaughter of Banda has been described with
exaggeration while the atrocities committed by him and his
followers have been entirely omitted. I have inserted on
the margin what Mr. Lethbridge says about the same event.
A comparison between the two parallel passages will at a
glance show that the tone of the book in question is any
thing but conciliatory.

Again, the footnote regarding the Jami Masjid greatly
offended the Musalmans. Reference to the Elphinston’s
History of India will clearly show how the character of
Kutub-ddin Mubarak Shah has been exaggerated upon in the
book under consideration. Similarly, the picture of Muhamad
Shah also as described in the book can never be genuine, it
is beyond conception how a picture of the king in such a
state could ever be drawn, supposing that the case was
exactly such as has been narrated, there arises another
question out of it, i.e. whether books containing such
indecent narrations should be introduced as reading books in
Govt. Institutions, and can the ideas and morals of the
students be raised ancd improved by reading them.

Under the foregoing circumstances, the Select Comee.
was sorry to be obliged to remark on the History in question
as referired to in the Report.

Benares
The 14 Septr., 1872,

o WP e oy
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letter No. 162, dated 9th September 1872 and to state in
reply that the Select Comee. appointed to examine the essays
and to report thereon having been dissolved, I could not
produce your letter before it, but I, having been the
Secretary to that Comee. beg to lay before you the facts
which led the Comee. to remark on the History of India
translated into English by M. Kempson, Esqr., M.A., Director
of P. I. N. W. P. as referred to in Sec. 5 para, 15 clause of
the Report.

The Comee. dwelt upon four points with regard to the
above History of India as pointed out to it by several
Essayists.

First - the tone in which the book has been written.
Second—The passage alluding to the death of the Sikh leader,
Banda, in the reign of Farrukh Siyar, page 7.

Third—The foot note at page 76, referring to the
Jami Masjid of Delhi.

Fourth—The Character of Kutub-ud-din Mubarak

Shah, as described at page 27, and the acct. of the picture
of Muhamad Shah, page 78.

Regagding the book in question the members of the

Select Comee. expressed their full concurrence with the views
stated in an article published in..., a copy of which is herewith
enclosed for perusal. T deem it proper to mention here that
the writer of the article was one of the best and the most able
pean gentleman, and an M. A. and D.C.L.L. of the
_0" ord Umvemty. The remarks of such a critique who is
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really productive of good, should ( I am convinced ) be quite
independent of any funds other than those contributed by
Mahomedan subscribers.

There are some minor points connected with the
scheme which I should like to understand more fully, for ins-
tance, the measures which are proposed to mainfain the
secular character of the College after it has been started; and
the funds with which the subordinate feeding schools spread
through the country which are to be affiliated to it, (as I
understand ) are to be supported. I do not wish to take up
your time which must be fully occupied wirh writing answers
to these questions now, but they are points which might per-
haps be worth bearing in mind for notice iu hereafter you
publish any further details of the scheme

I was glad to see that your son had been czlled to the
Bar. 1 trust he has returned to you safely before this.

I remain
Dear Sir,
Yours truly,

- A. W. COLVIN
0
SYUD AHMED KHAN

BAunADOOR, C s.1.

[ 38 ]

Letter from Syed Ahmad Khan to the Secretary to the

Govt. of NW.P.
From

Tue SECRETARY T0 TiE COMEE, FOR THE BETTER
DIFFUSION AND ADVANCEMENT OF LEARNING
AMONG MUHAMMADANS OF INDIA,

Benares.
To
THE SECRETARY TO THE GOVT. N. W. P.
4 Nynee Tal.
SIR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the rec
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advertise for designs, offering a premium of Rs. 1,000 to the
best design if accepted,

I do not know if you can obtain from His Honor the

Lieutenant Governor the loan of an Engineer with a taste for

architecture if not, your best plan would be to advertise as
above suggested for designs and then engage an Engineer
to carry it out.

. I have the pleasure to send a plan of this building

which accommodates nearly 300 persons, a library, a large
Press, and a small Museum.

Wishing you every success in your noble undertaking.

Believe me to be
Yours faithfully,

MAJOR R. E.
Principal Thom : Cullege.

| [37 ]

Letter from A. W. Colvin to Syed Ahmad Khan

FUTTEHGURH
26th Aug 1872

My Dz'h"n Sir,

Ihad intended replying to your circular about the
Mohommedan College earlier. I shall be happy to

i Rs 50 towards it, and should be glad if I could

g the sympath!cs of some of the large
- derabad Bhopal Khairpur etc. But
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[ 36 ]

Letter from the Principal, Thomason College, Roorkee
to Syed Ahmad Khan

No. 1195 of 1972-73
From

Tue PRINCIPAL, TuomasoN COLLEGE
Roorkee

To
SYUD AHMED KHAN, cs.1.
Judge, Small Cause Court
Benares.
Dated Roarkee, 23rd August 72

DEAR SIR,

I regret that my duties so completely occupy my time
that I have no leisure to devote to so large a task as the
designing of a College for your most valuable Society. To

prepare properly so important a design would occupy the
wholetime of an able Engineer for a month or more.

In these cases if the projectors do not engage the ser—
vices of a paid Engineer or Architect for the designing and
erection of the building, or if the services of one of their
Engineers are not granted by the Government, it is
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| Letter from Moulvi Syed Friduddin Ahmad to Sir
; Ahmad Khan
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tants of this place have never received any assistance or help
from any Town, City or District in any shape whatever, while
they have always cheerfully contributed their mite to relieve
the sufferings and wants of the natives of other towns and
places whenever they were called upon to do so; therefore I
have refrained from it. Had it not been so my son would have

gladly sent youa much larger amount than he does at present.

Trusting this will find you in good health,

Yours sincerely,

Ku. ABDOOL GHANI

[32]
Letter from Mushtag Husain to Syed Ahmad Khan
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[31)

Letter from Kh. Abdool Ghani te Syed Ahmad Khan

To
SYED AHMUD KHAN BAHADOUR c.s.1.
Dated, Dacca 10th Augusi|72

DEAR SIR,

In reply to your letter dated 29th ultimo, I have te
inform you that I am highly pleased to find that you have at
last turned your thoughts towards the improvement and
amelioration of the unfortunate Muhomedans cf India; a very
grand and noble task which will immortalise your name and
bring vou many happy returns both in this world and the world
to come. It was in fact a matter of deep regret for all the well-
wishers of this community to behold that while Hindoos and
others are progressing with long strides and daily reaping the
fruits of their labor and perseverence, the Mohomedans are
going down-hill under the pressure of deep-rooted apathy and
ignorance, but thank God now that you have so nobly come
forward to their assistance. It is devoutly expected that
matters will soon take a favourable turn and that your labor
will be soon crowned with success. You must be aware that
sometime ago I made over all my estates and properties
to my only son Kh. Ahsunollah and have retired from active
business. My son who is now managing every thing to the
entire satisfaction of every one is like you a very great
advocate and supporter of Education in all its branches and
therefore, supports a large number of schools and other similar
institutions both in this and other towns and districts. When
I spoke to him about your noble scheme, although he knows
well that the inhabitants of his native town will not derive
any benefit from it, yet has very generously promiséﬂ to send
you a handsome donauon in a separate lctter, and Iw,ﬁuld

place the natives of Dacca will not derive any b.en_
this institution and second that upto this time the
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Letter from Khwaja Mohd. Yusuf to Syed Ahmad Khan
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Letter from Mohd Azeem to Syed Ahmad Khan
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[28]

Letter from Mohd Azeem Hasan to Syed Ahmad Khan
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Letter from Syed Ahmad Khan to the Secretary, Public
Debt Office, Calcutta

Benares

The 8th Augt., 1872

To
TaE SECRETARY,
Public Debt Office,
Calcutta
SIR,

I wish to purchase some Govt. Promissory Notes for the
benefit of the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College to be
established in the N. W. P.

This is therefore to request you to let me know whether
the Notes should be purchased on behalf of and in the name
of the College Comee. or in that of the Secy. of the Comee.
who would fdraw the interest thereof and would also sell
them on behalf of the Comee. if necessary.

Please, also let me know that if the Notes be purchased
in the name of the Secy. for the time, and if the Secy. be
hereafter changed, will there be any inconvenience to the
then Secy. to draw the interest of the Notes or to sell them if,
necessary.

With apologies for the trouble,

I remain,
Yours most truly,
Sd - Syed Ahmed
Secy.
M. O. O. C. F. Comee.

P.S.—A copy of the Bye-laws of the Comee. is
herewith enclosed for your perusal from which you will see
that the Secy. is fully empowered to act on behalf of the
Comee, &
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Letter from Syed Ahmad Khan to Capt. Evelyn Baring
The Muhammadan Anglo=Oriental College Fund Comee.

From

SYED AHMED KHAN Br., c.s.1.

~ Secy., M.A.O.C.F. Comee.

: Benares.

To

Caprain EVELYN BARING,

Priv. Sec e L0 H.E. the Viceroy and Govr. Genl. of India,
Simla

SIR,

I have the honour to inform you that your letter dated
the 19° July 1872, communicating .to. me the sentiments of
H. E. the Viceroy with regard to the proposed Muhammadan
College, and also His Excellency’s desire to confer a donation
of Rs. 10,000 for the said College wunder certain con-
ditions, having been read at the Meeting of the Comee. held
on the 31 July i872, I have been desired to request you to
convey to His Excellency, the heart-felt thanks of the Comee.
for his kind feelings towards, and for the deep interest he
shows in the subject of Muhammadan Education, as evinced
by His Excellency’s most liberal donation; and also to submit
for His Excellency’s information that not only the Comee.,
but the whole Muhammadan Community of India, now en-
trusted to his care and protection by Her Most Gracious

Majesty the Queen of England & the Empress of Hindustan,

- are deep‘ly indebted to His Excellency for his munificence

toWarﬁs ‘them, and that when the proposcd College be esta-
ﬁw'-& fut“ure pOSterlty will find in it a standmg

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most Obdt. Servant,
Sd./SYED AHMED
Secy, M.A.0.C.F. Comee.
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letter, dated the 26th July 1872, having been read at the

Meeting of the Committee held on the 31st July 1872, I have
been desired to convey to your Highness the warmest and

most sincere thanks of the Comee. for your most liberal con-
tribution of Rs. 4,000/- towards the proposed M.A.O.C. Fand,
and for your Highness’s kind and suggestive letter, and also
to inform your Highness that it is the chief aim and earnest
endeavour of the Comee. to bring up scholars in their College

to the same standard of learning as is attained by the students
of the English Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, the

only distinction being that instead of the Christian faith
taught in the English Universities, the Muhammadan faith'
would be here taught.

The Comee. were highly pleased to learn of your
Highness’s intention to send some Nobles from Hyderabad

to be educated in the new College when established, and they
warmly thank your Highness for this encouragement.

Should your Highness be good euough to send an early
remittance of Rs. 2,000/- as stated in the letter without the
least inconvenience, the same shall be invested together with
other sums already collected, in the purchase of some pro-
perty for the benefit of the College.

I have the honour to be
Your Highness’s most obedient servant,
SYED AHMED

Benares Secy., M.A.0.C.F. Comee -
The 5th August 72 :
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same conditions as meuntioned in the letter of the Private
Sccretan:y to H. E. the Viceroy dated the 19th July 1872, and
also under the condition that the College be located at
Allahabad, having been read at the Meeting of the Comee..
held on the 3ist July/72, I have been desircd to convey to
you the warmest and most sincere thanks of the Comee. for
your kind sympathies with the Muhammadans, feelings
worthy of a true patriot; and to inform you that your last
condition with regard to the locality of the College being
opposed to Rule 33 of the Bye Laws, the Comee. cannot
enter your name and your liberal and handsome donation

in their List of subscriptions and donations.

Should you be pleased to withdraw that condition, the
Comee. will gratefully accept your kind |[donation,

I have the honour to be Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

SYED AHMED
Secy., M.A,0.C.F. Comee.

Benores

[25]

Letter from Syed Ahmad Khan to Sir Salar jung
Bahadur

The Muhammadan Anglo Oriental College Fund Comee.

From

'I

SYE D AHMED KHAN Br., c.s.1.
Sec __M.d OG'F Comee.
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Letter from Syed Ahmad Khan to Baboo Siva Prasad

5 August 1872
To - o
BABOO SIVA PRASAD, 0.8.35 5 0 -
Insptr. D.P.I., 3rd Circle, - = TR 3
Benares. - he &
SIR,

Your letter dated the 29th July 185";" .
bute Rs. 1,000/- towards ﬂw M‘A"i; G F
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Letter from Syed Mohd Hasan to Syed Ahmad Khan
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Letter from Salar Jung to Syed Ahmad Khan

HyDpDERABAD DECCAN

27th July 1872
To

- SYED AHMED KHAN BAHADOOR, c.s.1

Secy. M.A.0. College Fund Committee
Benaras

DearR SR
Your letter to the address of His Highness the Nizam
has been duly received, but as His Highness is very young,

matters of this nature are not placed before him. T replied
to your application myself yesterday.

| Yours faithfully,
SALAR JUNG

211

Letter from Siva Prasad to Syed Ahmad Khan
To ‘

M.ULVI SAYYID AHMAD KHAN BAHADUR, cs.1L
o Secretary tothe M A O. C. F. C.
' Benaras

\:r"i;ame'. conditions mentioned in the
ary to His Exellency, dated 19th

I remain,
Dear!Sir,
Your very sincerely,

~ SIVAPRASAD
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medans in secular as well as spiritual learning, as it will
greatly facilitate the diflusion of useful knowledge among
such of our co-religionists who cannot afford a liberal edu-
cation to their children simply by their own means.

However, as regards my subscribing towards the support
of this Charitable Institution, I am sorry not to be at present
in a position to have the pleasure of doing so.

[ hardly need tell you that the revenue of this petty
State is very limited and the greater part of it is to be distri=
buted among the members of my late respected father —only
one of whom, viz., my uncle Nawab Zeaooddeen Khan gets
annually Rs. 18,000c To speak the truth, I am no more
than a Tahsildar, authorised to collect the money and distri=
bute it. Even my uncle is more like a Chief than I am, and
is in better and easier circumstances.

However, if my uncle, whom, notwithstanding his
successive efforts to insure me, I still regard as my father,
should agree to contribute to this fund, I will likewise be
happy to help as far as my resources would admit.

You had better, therefore, address to him also on the
subject, and I would gladly join him in this act of benevo=
lence. Any sum that he might please to subscribe, I will add
to it an amount equal to a quarter or half of it which is just
according to the proportion which my personal income bears
to his.
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‘Letter from Alacoddeen Khan of Looharoo
to Syed Ahmad Khan

Looharoo
5 July 27th, 1872

E SYEED AHMUD KHAN BAHADUR, c.s1.

.

:f.
X ‘J’I‘.i_
Shr -

Benares

t you have determined to en-
an  Anglo-Oriental College in
cial education of the Moha-
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only sympathise with the Muhammadans, your co-religionists,
but will also do an act cf pure piety and virtue.

A list of subscriptions, as it stands, is submitted here-

with for our Higbness’s inspection.

I have the honour to Be,

Your Highness’s most obedient servant,

The 20th July SYED AHMED
1872 Secy. M.A.0.CF. Commee,

[ 18]

Letter from Syed Ahmad Khan to Moulvi Fariduddin
Ahmad
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Muhammadan gentlemen of the country a Committee was
formed, about a year ago, to consider upon the best means to
diffuse useful knowledge amongst the masses, and to direct
their attention towards their own amelioration so that they
may be enabled to keep pace with the rising age.

The said Committee, after full consideration, and
after a long debate carried out through several meetings,
have now resolved to establish a College in the N. W. P. for
the special education of the Muhammadans in secular as well
as spiritual learning, and also in English Literature after the
model of the system followed in the English Universities at
Oxford and Cambridge.

The lowest sum of money required for the establish-
ment of the proposed college is estimated at Rs, 10,00,000 so
that the ordinary expenses of the College may be defrayed
out of the profits accruing from the sum which shall be
invested for the purpose.

With a view to raise the above sum, it has been deter-
mined to invite subscriptions from the Muhammadans and
from our Rulers, which has already been commenced, and
contributions are daily coming in from the people of all

classes, viz., from the rich and the poor alike, according to
their respective means and resources.

A separate Committee has been inaugurated to keep
the sums thus raised under their care and custody, and to
‘obtain pxoperty for the benefit of the College. A copy of the

~ Rules fra med for the ‘management of this Committee is en-
& aﬁled?ﬁr your nghness s perusal.
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You will find in the enclosed List of subscriptions the
name of the Honble Sir W. Muir G.C.S.I, the Lieut. Govr.,
N. W. P., as one of the subscribers.

Desirous of obtaining some help in this noble object from
His Highness the Nawab Nizam of Hyedrabad, the Comee.
tenders the accompanying application to His Highness, in
the hope that the prayer will meet with his favourable consi-
deration.

As the territory of Hyderabad is under a Foreign rule,
it was deemed proper to submit the petition to you in an
open cover, so that you may read the papers and then forward
them to His Highness through proper channel.

In conclusion, the Comee. begs leave to express a hope
that you will be good enough to obtain an early answer from
His Highness and will thereby highly oblige the Comee.

I have the honour to be,
| Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
SYED AHMED
The 20 July Secy. M.A.0,C.F. Comee.

1872
[ 177

Letter from Syed Ahmad Khan to the Muhammadan
Chiefs of the Native States of India,

From

THE Secy. To THE M.A.O.C.F. COMEE.,
Benares
To
THE MoHAMMADAN CHIEFS OF THE NATIVE STATES
oF InDIA.

May it please your Highness,

The deplorable state of ignorance into which the mas
of the Muhammadan Community in India had, of'l _

having attracted the attention of some of the ¢
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Letter from Syed Ahmad Khan to the Resident of
Hyderabad

The Muhammadan Anglo Oriental College Fund Comee.

FroMm .
Txe Secy. To THE M.A.O.C.
' Funp CoOMEE;
: Benares.
To
Tae ResiDENT oF HYDERABAD
Deccan
SIr,

As desired by the above Comee. I have the honour to
- mfexm you that subscriptions are being invited and collected
| e establishment of a Muhammadan College in the
the special education of the Muhammadans,
ons of thls project of the Comee. havc been

W. P. in its Letter No. ..
d to the Secy. that when the College

Govt. would assist the Comee,
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Letter from Syed Abdul Fattah to Syed Ahmad Khan

|
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I have been at residence in Allygurh nearly 50 years
and I recollect Moulvee Ishmaeel and Moulvee Haee with
Syud Ahmud having passed Coel on their way to Lucknow
via Furruckabad. Their preaching was to the Islam is to join
their doctrine for the Conversion of Sikhs. They did not
preach any Jehad at all, nor was such a thing as Jehad
known in those times. They did not touch any subject having
tendency towards the Christians.

I wish you success in your undertaking of the College
for the Mabomedans and I have every hope that the weil-to-
do Native Gentlemen and Talooqdars will equally share
with you in the attainment of the desired object by their
voluntary assistance.

With my most fervent wishes for the continuance of
your good health and long life,
Believe me ever

My Dear Sir,
Yours very sincerely,

W. CONNOR
Hony. Magistrate
Allygurh
To
MOULVEE SYUD AHMUD KHAN BAHADOOR
C.8.1, etc. etc.
Benares

[ 14 ]
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N. B —The Honorable Sir W. Muir, G.C.S.1.,, for the
prosecution of secular learning, and especially of European
Literature and Science, when the Curriculum of the College
studies shall have been determined.”

Lt. C. W. MUIR,
Private Secy. to H H. the Lieut. Goor.
N. W. P. Nyneetal.

[ 13 ]

Letter fromm W. Connor to Syed Ahmad Khan

ALIGARH
8th Fuly 1872

My DEeAR SIR,

[ have much pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of
your printed paper about the Mahomedan Anglo-Oriental
College at Benares which it is proposed to establish.

From my own experience and long residence here I
have witnessed that learning amongst Mahomedans is at a
low ebb indeed; in justice I must confess that vou are the only
Gentleman amongst the numbers I have ever seen, zealous
towards the spread of Education and Science and it would be
a great blessing to the country il others would as much as
half even do the same. Life is short and eternity afterwards.
You are doing your best to make good of the time by having
a College opened for your Countrymen for the study of
Literature combined with Science.

It would be better that a portion of the school hours
be devoted to learning trades of all sorts which is the
surest way of support. People of the Country are averse to
this sort of work; but I do not see any harm in a man’s learn-
ing any sort of work to obtain proficiency in it. |

I have per chance read your pamphlet ‘““Review on 'L
Doctor Hunter’s Indian Mussalmans’’; it is indeed vem." i
explained in clear style. TR
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‘the Muhamadans by contributing to the prize Fund alluded
to in your letter under reply, and have been directed to
convey to him their warmest thanks for the same.

The Comee. trust that His Honor is aware that their
chief aim is to lead the Muhamadans to the study of Euro-
pean Literature and Science. They have sanguine hopes
that the movement will lead to results which will be highly
gratifying to His Honor.

The Comee. further admits the just and candid remarks
expressed by H. H. with reference to a religious Institution,
but at the same time hold that a clear distinction has been

made in their project between religious instruction and
prosecution of secular learning, especially of European

Literature and Science, and believe that the Govt. and Euro-
pean gentlemen have ample room and apportunity to assist
in the second branch of the education to be afforded in the
projected College.

The Comee. expect little help from the Europeans
except from a few gentlemen of liberal mind and generous
disposition. Notwithstanding this, the great object of the
Comee. being to promote, as far as possible, union and
sympathy between the Europeans and the Muhamadans, it
was deemed proper to seek help and sympathy from the
former, and it is hoped H. Honor will value and appreciate
this laudable and important object of the Comee.

The Comee. desires to enter the name of His Highness
in the Subscription List in the following words, and to
pn ' h&t on some sultable occas:on, but they deem it proper

I am
Yours faithfully,
SYED AHMED
Secy.
- M. A. 0. C, F. Commee.
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Letter from Syed Ahmad Khan to C. W. Muir

BENARES

The Ist Fuly, 1872
My DEAR SIRr,

I have the pleasure to inform you that your letter
dated the 25th June, received in answer to my letter of the
l4th of the same month, was read at a meeting of the , !
M. A. O. C. F. Comee. held yesterday.
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Letter of Syed Ahmad Khan to Khwaja M. Yusuf
and others
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Letter from Mr. Kempson to Syed Ahmad Khan
ALLAHABAD
30th Fune ;
DEAR SIr, - | ;3
I shall be in Benares on Wednesday. If you can make "
it convenient to call at Mr. Grifith’s, I should like to see you“ |
and have some talk over your scheme for Mahmﬁédan Edu-
cation. I trouble you with this, as I stay only o ay in
Benares, probably. o el
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to persevere with energy, and to accomplish with success
what they have so well begun.

In conclusion I most respectfu'ly solicit the favor of
H. H’s kindly forwarding officially a copy of the report
together with a copy of the letter and the Rules to the Govt.

of India.
|
| I have the honour to be
Benares Sir,
| The 14th June Your Obdt. Servant,
* 1872 , SYED AHMED,
| Secretary
|
[81]
Letter from Syed Mohd, Hasan to Syed Ahmad
Khan
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Twenty five Essays were accordingly received by the
Comee. and the prizes competed for. These Essays were made
over to a Select Comee. consisting of 13 Members for exa-
mination and report.

The Select Comee. awarded the prizes and submitted
their report on the 15 April 1872, suggesting therein two
distinct modes for the secular and spiritual education of the
Muhamadans viz., one in which English would be the pringci-
pal medium of instruction, and Latin, Greek, Arabic, Persian
and Urdoo would be taught as second languages: and the
other, in which Urdoo would be the medium of the study of the
Western Arts and Sciences; and English, Arabic and Persian
being read as second languages according to the choice of
the pupils, as H, Honor will see in the Report submitted for
his perusal, This latter course is exactly similar to what was

once directed by the Court of Directors in their Despatch
of 1854.

The proposals of the Select Comee. as set forth above
met with the approval of the Central Comee. and the latter
passed a resolution in their meeting held on the 12 May 1872
to the following eflect; viz that a Comee. be appointed to raise
funds for the establishment of a College (in the N. W. P.) for
the Muhamadans which would meet all their requirements;
and that the Comee. be designated “The Muhamadan Anglo-

Oriental College Fund Comee™.
Subscriptions have already been set on foot, and rules

for the safe custody of the sums thus raised been framed by :
the Comee. :

A copy of those rules is herewith submitted.

Having thus most deferentially represented the main
facts, the Comee. hopes that their efforts may meet with the
approbation of the Govt; and takes this opportunity to
express a hope that the Govt. will be graciously 1 o
afford every help in its power to the Muham
their praiseworthy endeavours, so that they m
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[ 7]
Letter from Syed Ahmad Khan to C. A. Elliott
From
SYED AHMED KHAN BAHADUR, c.s.1.,
“‘Secy. to the Comee, for the better diffusion and advancement
of learning among Muhamadans of India,” Benares.
To;.
C. A. ELLIOTT, Esqgr.
Secy. to Govt., N. W. P.
Nynee Tal
SIR,

Believing that Her Majesty’s Govt. is as deeply interest-
ed in the moral and intellectual improvement of the Muham-
madans as in that of her other Indian subjects, I feel encourag-
ed to lay publicly before His Honor, the Lieutt. Govr,,
N. W. P. what has lately been achieved towards the moral
and intellectual improvement of the Muhamadans in the
hope that H. H. will be pleased to take the same into his
most favorable consideration.

Certain Muhamadan gentlemen who were desirous to
see the education of their co-religionists placed on a better
and sounder footing, organised a Comee, on the 26 Decr. 1870
designated “The Comee. for the better diffusion and advance-
ment of learning among Muhamadans of India” with a view
to ascertain why the Muhamadans of India do not avail

~ themselves of the Govt. system of education, and to suggest

-ineans fﬂr, the removal of obstacles if any; a and a]so to find

B 5. 150 sach: for the three
- sums had been previously collected
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waste of time, provided always that the system followed is
working generally well, and the schools fill. Gradual
improvements are the best, and sudden changes do mischief
by unsettling all concerned. The Tahsili and Halkabandi
School System has received closed attention, and silent
improvement has taken place year by vear, so that, consi-
dering the teaching power we are abie to employ, the schools
as a whole, contrast most favorably with those of a corres-
ponding class in England and Germany. What we now want,
is to raise the character of the indigenous schools, of which
the most important are those maintained by the Mahomedans.
Your Committee has now condemned the ordinary course
of instruction as antiquated and needing reform. It should,
therefore, carry out the good work it has begun by leading
the Maliomedans generally to introduce or sanction the intro-
duction of a new course of training which the Committee
might lay down for the guidance of the community. If this
be done carefully and wisely, the Government will be then
better able to judge of what is really wanted by the Mahome-
dans, and be in a position to modify its own system in cor-
respondence with such reform. If on the other hand, the
Committee is unable to effect a reform in the indigenous
system of Mahomedan teaching, it can hardly expect the
Government to effect it, or to reduce its own system of
popular education to a standard which they are themselves
unable to introduce.

As regards higher education, it must be remembcr'q;l
that the Schools and Colleges of the N. W. P. are affiliated f@
the Calcutta University and to obtain success according to
its standards, must adopt its courses of study. The Report
would have the system of education raised to the Oxford and
Cambridge standard; but as a matter of fact the standard of

the ordinary Degree Examinations at the English Umycmtm
is considerably lower than the Calcutta test. __ : o

I will ask Government to allow a co
to be placed in the hands of Principals and In'_'
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attention of the Government. In the treatment of so large
a subject, there must of course be great variety of opinion,
but there are many points on which Sir William cordially
thanks you for the frank and powerfui expressions of your
views, and especially for the vindication of the system under
which the Government recognises the rights of all classes,
and affords the benefit of Education alike to all its subjects.
I am,
Yours very faithfully,
C. W. MUIR L¢.

Private Secretary to Lt. Govr,
Syed Ahmed Khan Bahadoor, CSI

P.S —The report will be circulated among the Edu-
cational officers in these provinces. His Honor presumes
you have sent copies to Mr, L.C. Bayley and the University.

[6]

Letter from M. Kempson to Syed Ahmad Khan

Nynee Tal, 13th June *72
My DEAR SIR,

I beg to thank you for your Report upon the question
of Mahomedan education. There is much which is interesting
to me in the way of criticism on my Depattment, the work-
ing of which involves many moot points of study and disci-
pline, about which a difference of opinion must always exist,
especially when details are considered without reference to
the general aim and object of the Government. So far as
this Government is concerned, the object before us is the

dlﬁ"ﬁﬁen of knowledge. The ignorance of the masses is very
% %;.anﬂ I ealeulate that not 1 in 15 of the boy p0pulat10n

n is infinitesimal. For the Mahomcdans
[ believe the proportions are higher, and that
»ducated than the Hindus.

isc nssmns as to which books or parts
e 01_' whethcr this or that course is
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[ 4]

Letter from Capt. Evelyn Baring to Syed Ahmad Khan

GovERNMENT HoUSE
SIMLA
Fune 10, 1872
My DEAR SiIr,

I am in receipt today of the ““Report of the Select
Members of the Committee for the better diffusion and
advancement of learning among Mohammedans in India™.
His Excellency desires me to thank you for this Report,
which he will read with much interest. Should it not have
been already submitted to Government officially, His Excel-
lency desires me to suggest to you that it should be so submit-

ted through the Lieutenant Governor of the N. W. Provinces.

I remain, dear Sir,
Yours sincerely,
EVELYN BARING
Captain

Privaie Secy. to the Vicerry
SYED AHMED

[5]

Letter from C. W. Muir to Syed Ahmad Khan
(GOVERNMENT
N. W. ProvINCES
GOVERNMENT HOUSE
NYNEE TAL

1872
My DEeAR SIr, Lot

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
Sth inst. and to say that the book referred to in the letter has
come to hand, and has been laid before the Lieut. Governor,
who desires me to thank you for the same.

His Honor has read the proceedings w:th much
interest, and is glad to see that Mahomedan Gentlemen are
beginning to take an active interest in the Educatm -
Mussalman brethern. Any representation, or spec
posals from the Committee shall always recei@ tk
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[3]
Letter from Mushtaq Husain to Syed Ahmad Khan
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[21
Letter from Mohd., Mascod Shah to Syed Ahmad Khan
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Letter from H. G. Keine to Syed Ahmad Khan

: Agra, 26th March, 1872
My DEAR SIRr,

Though I have not had the pleasure of hearing from
you since your return from England I have read with great
interest the occasional papers by which you have continued
to show your abiding interest in procuring amalgamation and
good fellowship between my countrymen and your own.

It is on this account that I now trouble you with a few
lines in reference to a notice left with me yesterday by
Gholam Moortuza, a Pleader in the Court of the MoonsifF
of Futtehabad in this District. The purport of the notice
was that on a certain day and hour would be held an **Am
julsa rifahul Islam.”> No mention was made of the objects
of the meeting, nor was the name of any weli known person
such as yourself attached to the notice. But S. Moortuza
assured me orally that the meeting had your sanction and
was for the purpose of considering matters of importance to
Indian Mussalmans. Under these circumstances I did not sce
what use my presenceé would be; but begged of him to report
the proceeding and to let you know that I should be glad to
heawour views upon the subject.

Since then it has struck me that I could not do better

than write to you on the subject in the first instance and ask

_. if there was in the movement anything in which vou would
desire my active co-operation.

Have you seen the Article on Mussalman revival in
Fraser’s Magazine for February ? 1 sbould like your opinion
~ on the suggestions of the writer at p. 260. He has travelled

- muﬁhmm!!la and Turkey; and although he has too unha-

| adopted Dr. Hunter’s facts, his opinion is perhaps

1 his regarding Indian Mohumadanism from
part of larger whole.

¢ that it would be well to have distinct
' Muslims, or is the present system

=l |

Yours faithfully,
H. G. KEINE
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