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6. The women are among the dozens of men and women with under-graduate and

(&

post-graduate qualifications who applied for and were appointed for
conservancy work. The new staff include those from the Backward Classes and
Most Backward Classes.

R. Naveen, a civil engineering diploma holder, says family circumstances forced
him to take up the job. “I am the breadwinner and support my mother and
younger sister. That is why I left my job at a private company to take up this
government job.”

. An Iranian naval frigate sank early Wednesday morning in the Indian Ocean off
Sri Lanka’s southern coast after what officials say may have been a submarine
attack, leaving more than 100 sailors missing and dozens injured, according to
Sri Lankan authorities and officials familiar with the incident.

With more than half the crew still missing, officials warned that the final
casualty toll could rise significantly in the coming days.
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8. The General Assembly created the United Nations Relief and Works Agency

(UNRWA) for Palestine Refugees in the Near East to provide emergency relief
to some 750,000 Palestine refugees, who had lost their homes and livelihoods as
a result of the 1948 Arab-Israeli conflict. Today, some 5 million Palestine
refugees are eligible for UNRWA services.

. The World Health Organization (WHO) coordinates the international response
to humanitarian health emergencies of all kinds ranging from disease outbreaks
to conflicts to natural disasters. WHO is responsible for providing leadership on
global health matters, shaping the health research agenda, setting norms and

standards, articulating evidence-based policy options, providing technical

support to countries and monitoring and assessing health trends.
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12. Children between the ages of 0-18 constitute 40 per cent of India’s population.

India is a signatory to UNCRC (United Nations Convention on the Rights of
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13.

14.

the Child) which recognises the holistic development of children and fulfilment
of their human rights. Although three decades have gone by since India ratified
this Convention — which sets out minimum standards for ensuring children’s
well-being, encompassing health care, education, legal, civil, and social
services — public expenditure on children remains low.

Despite catchy slogans being raised and well-intended schemes announced for
the upliftment of children, a clear gap persists between political intent and
practical implementation. Against this backdrop, the allocations to be made in
the forthcoming Union Budget for 2025-2026, will be of profound relevance to
India’s children: would there be, as is required, a stepping up of investments
for this non-voting segment of India’s population?

After the ordeal faced by Indian social media influencer Sachin Awasthi and
his wife during their visit to Jeju Island in South Korea for a festive holiday,
where they were allegedly detained and denied entry, the Indian Embassy in
Seoul Tuesday issued an advisory for Indian travelers visiting Jeju Island under
the visa waiver scheme.

Three days after Awasthi posted a video of his ordeal during his visit to Jeju
Island, the Indian embassy in Seoul released an advisory for citizens visiting
the island and stated that the Jeju visa-free facility is allowed strictly for short-
term tourism and that the visa-free scheme does not guarantee entry.

The Indian Embassy in Seoul on Tuesday clarified that entry to the Republic of
Korea is determined solely by the immigration authorities at Jeju International
Airport in accordance with the Korean law. And the visa-free facility provided
for Jeju Island is permitted for short-term tourism.

Social Issues in India are deeply interconnected and rooted in historical,
economic, and structural factors. While constitutional safeguards, government
schemes, and civil society efforts have brought measurable progress, persistent
inequalities remain. These problems are interconnected and influence
education, health, employment, safety, and social harmony. Addressing these
challenges requires inclusive growth, effective governance, social awareness,
and sustained investment in education, healthcare, employment, and
environmental protection.

Social Issues in India arise from historical inequalities, rapid urbanisation,
population pressure, economic disparities, and uneven access to public
services. Challenges such as caste discrimination, gender inequality, poverty,
healthcare gaps, education disparities, environmental degradation,
unemployment, crime, and digital exclusion continue to shape daily life.
Government interventions, legal reforms, and civil society movements have
shown progress, but structural problems persist, requiring sustained policy
focus and public participation.
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